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CHAP.  I. 

Lufhington,  the  amiable  pof- 
fefTor  of  Glandford-lodge,  was  the  fa- 
ther of  four  lovely  children,  \vhofe 
difpofhions,  though  not  perfe£tly  fault- 
lefs,  were  not  of  a  nature  to  give  him 
any  ferious  difquietude.  The  pains 
B  that 
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that  were  taken  to  eradicate  thofe  little 
imperfections  were  crowned  with  the 
inoft  gratifying  fuccefs;  and  the  young 
Lufhingtons  were  looked  upon  as  pat- 
terns for  all  the  children  of  the  fur- 
rounding  neighbourhood,  both  for  in- 
formation and  politenefs.  As  Mr.  L. 
was  not  only  a  man  of  large  property, 
but  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  he  found 
his  various  engagements  break  in  upon 
that  time  he  wifhed  entirely  to  have 
devoted  to  the  education  of  his  child- 
ren; but,  as  that  was  the  cafe,  he  en- 
gaged a  clergyman,  of  great  erudition 
and  high  refpeclability,  to  affift  him  in 
the  important  office,  Mrs.  Lufhing- 
ton  had,  likewife,  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  a  lady  of  accomplished  man- 
ners and  fweet  difpofition,  to  whofe 

maternal 
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maternal  tendernefs  fhe  could  intruft" 
the  care  of  her  little  girls  when  flic 
made  vifits  (as  was  frequently  the  cafe) 
to  her  brother,  \v7ho  relided  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  lodge,  andwhofe 
ill  ftate  of  health  gave  her  much  anxi- 
ety,--  Mr.  Henley,  for  that  was  his 

name,  was  a  character  totally  oppofite 
to  that  of  his  fifter — his  higheft  virtue 
was  good-nature,  and  his  greateft  happi- 
nefs  good  living :  the  firft  quality  he 
carried  to  fo  greajL  an  excefs  that  he 
never  oppofed  the  wifhes  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  was  at  all  intimately 
connected,  and  of  courfe  his  wife's 
authority  was  abfolute  in  the  family ; 
and  as  it  was  her  define  that  her  child- 
ren mould  in  no  one  inftance  be  fub- 
je&ed  to  contradiction,  he  yielded  to 
B  2  her 


C     4     ) 

her  opinion,  though  Le  often  felt  the 
ill  effe6ts  of  his  compliance,  for  both 
Adolphus  and  Caroline  would  ufe  no 
ceremony  in  telling  him  to  mind  his 
own  bufinefs)  if  he  ever  attempted,  in 
the  {lighted  degree,  to  point  out  that 
their  behaviour  had  not  been  exactly 
\vhat  he  \vifhed. 

Although  Mrs.  Lumington  had  a 
natural  fifterly  affeftion  for  this:  weak 
man,  yet  me  was  both  vexed  and  pro- 
voked when  fhe  perceived  the  melan- 
choly effeQ:  which  this  rniflaken  mode 
of  education  had  upon  his  unfortunate 
children,  and  carefully  avoided  taking 
her  own  with  her,  in  the  occafional 
which  fhe  paid  to  Henley-abbey. 

Adolphus, 
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Adolphus  Henley  had  been  lent  to 
a  dozen  different  fchools,  but  con- 
trived to  give  fuch  melancholy  ac- 
counts to  his  mother  of  the  treatment 
he  had  received,  that  he  never  (laid 
above  fix  weeks  at  any  of  them,  and 
at  length  it  was  refolved  that  he  fhould 
have  a  matter  at  home.  Accordingly 
a  tutor  was  engaged,  whofe  embarraf- 
fed  circumftances  compelled  him  to 
agree  to  every  propofal  that  Mrs. 
Henley  thought  proper  to  make  ;  but 
the  mod  important  article  which  was 
ftipulated  between  them  was,  thai 
fvnifhment  was  to  be  totally  excluded^ 
and  inftruBion  only  offered,  when  her 
fon  was  in  the  humour  to  receive  it. 

Adolphus,  whofe  natural  difpofition 
B  3  was 
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was  proud,  artful,  and  over-bearing^ 
was,  by  this  wretched  mode  of  educa- 
tion, rendered  the  moft  uhamiable  boy 
that  can  be  conceived ;  to  his  inferiors 
his  manners  were  infolent  in  the  high- 
eft:  degree;  and  even  to  his  equals  he 
behaved  with  an  air  of  confequential 
importance,  that  made  him  both  fliun- 
JEved  and  defpifed. 

Caroline  was  by  nature-  de&itutc 
of  thofe  vices  which  difgraced  her 
brother's  character,  but  had  been  to- 
tally fpoiled  by  too  much  indulgence, 
and  a  falfe  education ;  from  the  age 
of  five  years  (he  had  been  put  under 
the  management  of  a  Madam  Le  Moine, 
a  French  woman,  of  low  extraction, 
whole  councils  were  rather  calculated 

to 
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to  imprefs/^  ideas  than  to  inftil  jv.fi 
ones;  and  therefore  all  Caroline's  ac- 
quirements confifted  of  a  little  bad 
French,  and  worfe  Italian,  Though 
{he  had  very  little  tafte  for  ufefui 
knowledge,  fhe  had  the  higheft  relifh 
for  novels  and  romances  ;  and,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  fhe  had  read  eveiy 
•work  of  that  defcription  that  -was. to 
be  obtained  within  twenty  miles  of  the 
Abbey. 

As  the  ill  ftate  of  Mr.  Henley's 
health  increased,  Mrs.  Lufhington,  who 
had  been  fummoned  to  attend  him, 
thought  it  her  duty  to  point  out  the  ne- 
ceffity  there  was  for  fettling  his  affairs, 
and  appointing  proper  perfons  as  guar- 
dians to  his  children.  The  poor  man3 
B  who 
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-who  too  late  perceived  the  error  of  his 
conduct,  conjured  her  in  the  ftrongefl 
terms  to  perfuade  Mr.  Lufhington  to 
take  upon-  himfelf  that  important  of- 
fice, affuring  her  it  would  be  the  only 
circumftance  that  could  make  his  laft 
moments  comfortable — c;  for,  (faid  he) 
"  I  know  I  have  dreadfully  negle&ed 
"  the  duty  of  a  father  in  my  life-time; 
"  but  if,  at  my  death,  I  leave  them 
e<  under  the  entire  care  of  you,  and 
"  my  worthy  brother,  I  hope  I  fhall 
4;  make  fome  atonement  for  my  fault." 
A  meflenger  was  accordingly  dif- 
patched  to  Glandford  lodge,  and  Mr. 
Lufhington  obeyed  the  fummons.  He 
confented  to  the  dying  man's  requeft, 
on  condition  that  their  mother  was  not 
in  the  flighted  degree  to  interfere  with 

her 
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her   children's    education — they  were 
only  to  pay  her  occafional  vifits — but 
their    refidence    was   to    be   at    their 
uncle's — and  in  a  few  days  after  the 
arrangement  of  his  affairs,   this  poor 
mifguided  man  clofed  an  exiftence  that 
had  neither  been  attended  with  fatis- 
faclion    to    himielf,   or   ufeful   to    his 
family. 


B  5  CHAPf 


CHAP.  II. 


ALTHOUGH  Mr.  Lufhington  felt 
if  incumbent  on  himfelf  to  accept  the 
trull  his  brother-in-law  was  folicitous 
to  repofe  in  him,  yet  he  forefaw  it 
might  be  attended  both  with  unpleafant 
and  painful  confequences  ;  for  though 
he  had  no  apprehenfion  that  his  ne- 
phew's bad  example  might  be  in  the 
flighteft  degree  injurious  to  the  morals 
of  his  rideftf<m,yz\.  there  was  a  pliancy 
of  difpofition  in  the  youngeft  that  led 
him  to  fear  he  might  be  perfuaded 
into  the  commiflion  of  faults,  which 
would  never  have  entered  into  his  own 

imagination. 
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imagination.  He  was  likewife  naturally 
inclined  to  idlenefs3and  totally  devoid 
of  emulation,  but  he  poflefled  a  fweet- 
nefs  of  temper,  and  a  teridernefs  of 
heart,  that  made  him  univerfally  be- 
loved. 

William  Lufhington,  who  was  eleven 
months  older  than  his  brother,  entered 
into  his  fifteenth  year  on  the  day  the 
young  Henleys  removed  to  Glandford- 
lodge.  Although  his  temper  was  not 
equal  to  Henry's,  yet  his  underftand- 
ing  was  far  jupsrior ;  and  his  higheft 
gratification  confided  in  cultivating 
thofe  gifts  which  nature  had  endowed 
him  with.  He  perfectly  venerated  his 
parents,  and  had  a  mod  fraternal  af- 
fection for  his  brother  and  fitters; 
BS  but 


but  his  pleafures  and  purfuits  were  fo 
different  to  thofe  of  Heniy,  that  they 
were  feldom  together  but  at  the  hours 
devoted  to  ftudy;  and  when  he  heard 
that  his  coufin,  a  boy  of  his  own  age, 
was  coming  to  refide  at  the  Lodge,  he 
felt  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion,  and  in- 
dulged the  hope  of  finding  a  compa- 
nion, \v\iokjimilarity  of  tafte  might  lay 
the  foundation  for  their  future  friend- 
fhip. 

Emily  Lulhington  was  equally  fan- 
guine  in  her  expectation  of  rinding  a 
pleafing  companion  in  her  coufin  Ca- 
roline ;  for,  as  Eliza  was  two  years 
younger  than  herfelf,  fhe  confidered 
her  too  much  of  a  child  to  affociate 
with,  Indeed  Jelf- importance  was  the 

great 
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great  fault  in  Emily's  character,  \vhiclr, 
in  the  abfence  of  her  mother,  fhe  al- 
ways carried  to  a  moft  unpardonable 
length.     It  was  not  the  pride  of  birth 
or  fortune,    from  which   fhe  derived 
her  confequence  ;  for  Emily's  was  the 
pride  of  underftanding.    She  certainly 
was  not  only  endowed  with  a  folidity 
of  judgment,  but  fhe  poffeffed  an  apt- 
nefs  of  conception  that  was  really  afto- 
nifhing  ;    and    to    this    quicknefs   of 
thought  was  united  a  fatirical  turn  of 
mind  that  only  Mrs.  Lufhington's  pre- 
fence  could  reprefs.      Although   fhe 
was  of  a  very  volatile  difpofition,  fhe 
was    unremitting    in    her   application 
during  the  hours  devoted  to  improve- 
ment, and  was  highly  grateful  for  the 
inftruftion  fhe  received;  and  this  made 

her 
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lier  an  amazing  favourite  with  Mrs, 
Darnley,  who  was  too  much  inclined 
to  overlook  the  failing  in  her  cha- 
racter, 

Eliza  was  all  gentlenefs,  fweetnefs, 
and  affability;  her  underftanding  was 
very  inferior  to  her  lifter's,  but  fhe 
was  both  attentive  and  affiduous,  and 
always  performed  her  talk  with  credit 
to  herfelf.  Her  heart  was  feeling  to 
an  excefs,  and  a  tale  of  forrow  always 
beguiled  her  of  her  tears : — The  only 
failing  in  her  character  was,  that  fhe 
was  rather  apt  to  conceal ,  inftead  of  ac- 
knowledging her  faults,  merely  from  a 
dread  of  her  parents'  difpleafure. 

When  Mrs.  Henley  was  at  firft  in- 
formed 
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formed  that  her  children  were  to  be 
entirely  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lufhing- 
ton,  fhe  was  very  much  exafperated  at 
the  circumftance;  but  when  he  point- 
ed out  to  her  the  ruin  that  muft  enfue 
from  her  prefent  mode  of  education, 
fhe  began  to  feel  the  juftnefs  of  his 
obfervations,  which  her  fon's  over- 
bearing conduct,  even  to  berfelf,  greatly 
enforced,  and  fhe  confented  to  their 
removal' to  Glandford-lodge,  the  week 
after  the  funeral. 

As  the  young  Lufhingtons  had  not 
feen  their  coufins  for  feveral  years, 
they  were  all  impatience  for  the  arrival 
of  the  day  that  was  to  introduce  them 
to  their  knowledge;  and  they  received 

them 


them  with  expreflions  of  affe6lion  and 


Adolphus,  who  considered  his  leav- 
ing the  Abbey  as  a  much  heavier  mis- 
fortune than  the  death  of  his  father,  re- 
turned their  carefTes  with  a  fullen 
coldnefs;  but  Caroline  received  their 
civilities  both  with  pleafure  and  grati- 
tude, and  felt  much  happier  than  flic 
had  either  ventured  to  hope  or  ex- 
pea. 

The  morning  after  their  arrival  Mr. 
Lufhington  fent  for  Adolphus  into 
his  ftudy,  with  a  view  of  difcovering 
the  progress  he  had  made  in  his  learn- 
ing,  and  was  aftonifhed  at  his  igno- 
rancej  and  provoked  at  his  felf-  con- 

ceit, 


ceit.  After  pointing  out  the  authors 
he  wifhed  him  to  read,  and  the  necef- 
fity  there  was  for  the  clofeft  applica- 
tion, he  informed  him  it  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  adopt  a  very  different  mode 
of  behaviour  to  Mr.  Hervey,  to  that 
which  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  ufe 
to  the  gentleman  who  had  fuperi in- 
tended his  education — "  For,(faid  Mr. 
."  Lufhington)  though  I  ftiould  certain- 
<c  ly  be  very  much  difpleafed  if  you 
«  were  deficient  in  refpefl  to  myfelf; 
«  yet,  be  allured,  I  fliall  be  flill  more 
«4  fo,  if  you  omit  it  to  Mr.  Hervey.'* 

Adolphus  neither  promifed  to  be 
attentive  or  obedient,  but  liftened  to 
his  uncle's  advice  without  making  any 
reply.  When  Mr.  Lufhington  had 

kept 


kept  him  about  an  hour,  and  laid  down 
feveral  rules  for  his  future  conduct, 
he  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  in  the 
moft  affectionate  manner  allured  him 
of  his  unalterable  friendfhip,  and  pa- 
rental care,  and  befought  him  in  all 
refpefts  to  confider  him  as  a  father, 
who  would  not  only  ftudy  his  intereft, 
tut  promote  his  happinefs  ;  and,  de- 
firing  him  to  join  his  coufins  in  Mr. 
'Hervey's  apartments,  he  put  a  guinea 
into  his  hand,  telling  him  it  was  to  laft 
until  that  day  month. 

Adolphus,  who  had  never  been  re- 
ilrained  in  his  expences,  received  the 
guinea  with  indignation;  and,  what 
raoit  boys  would  have  thought  a  liberal 

allowance* 
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?,  considered  as  a  moft  paltry 
fum ;  and  his  pride  was  fo  highly  of- 
fended, that  it  was  with  difficulty 
he  could  reftrain  his  tears. 

From  the  moment  of  his  arrival  at 
the  lodge,  William  perceived  there 
was  little  chance  of  their  being  upon 
very  amicable  terms,  for  Adolphus 
had  no  pleafure  in  ftudy,  and  was  in- 
capable of  converfation ; — he  loved 
-what  he  called  fun ;  which,  in  other 
words,  was  mi/chief;  and  as  he  per- 
ceived Henry  had  no  obje&ion  to  that 
kind  of  amufement,  he  was  refolved 
to  pretend  to  have  a  great  affe&ion  for 
him. 

Adolphus  had  not  been  a  month  an 

inmate 


inmate  of  Mr.  Lufhington's  family, 
when  the  contagion  of  bad  example  was 
evident  in  Henry's  conduft;  inftead 
of  treating  Mr.  Hervey  with  the  re- 
fpeftful  diffidence  that  ufed  to  mark 
his  adions,  he  received  his  inftru&ions 
with  a  carelefs  negligence,  that  was 
abfolutely  bordering  upon  imperti- 
nence. 

It  was  a  cu flora  for  the  boys  always 
to  play  an  hour  after  breakfaft,  and 
Mr.  Hervey  had  frequently  fpoken 
to  Adolphus  on  his  want  of  punctuali- 
ty ;  for,  inftead  of  returning  to  his 
fludies  at  the  expiration  of  the  hour, 
it  was  fometimes  twenty  minutes  be- 
yond it ;  and  one  morning  he  not  only 
exceeded  that  time,  but  walked  into 

the 
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the  ftudy  with  his  hat  on;  and  upon 
Mr.  Hervey  reprimanding  him  for  the 
impropriety,  he  faid,  he  fhould  not 
only  come  into  the  room  -with  his  hat 
on,  but  keep  it  fo,  if  he  thought  pro- 
per. Mr.  Hervey  ordered  him  to  re- 
tire inftantly  to  his  own  apartment, 
which  he  refufed;  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  the  footman  could  drag 
him  there,  where  his  tutor  protefted 
he  mould  remain,  and  live  upon  bread 
and  water,  until  he  apologized  in  the 
moft  fubmiffive  manner. 

Caroline  heard  of  the  difgrace  her 
brother  had  brought  upon  hhnfelf  with- 
out the  flighted  marks  of  emotion,  for 
there  was  little  love  between  them; 
but  Henry  Lufhington,  whom  Adol- 

phus 


phus  had  mown  more  affe&ion  for 
than  any  other  part  of  the  family,  was 
fenfibly  afle&ed  by  the  circumftance, 
and  requefted  Mr.  Hervey's  permiffion 
to  afk  his  coufm  \vhether  he  was  not 
ready  to  apologize  for  his  tranfgref- 
fion. 

As  foon  as  Henry  entered  the  apart- 
ment,  Adolphus  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  tinable  to  command  the  con- 
tending emotions  of  his  mind. 

"  Here's  a  difgrace  !  (exclaimed  he, 
damping  his  foot  with  indignation) 
"  Oh,  if  my  poor  father  could  have 
46  thought  hi-s  fon  would  have  been 
«  treated  in  this  inhuman  manner,  do 
"  you  think  he  would  have  left  me  in 
u  the  power  of  fuch  a  tyrant  ? — But  I'll 
i  "be 


f  be  revenged  (continued  be)  if  it  colts 
me  my  life!" 

"  My  dearAdolphus  (replied  Henry) 
<c  indeed  I  am  grieved  to  fee  you  fo 
<£  unbappy ;  but  you  know  it  is  your 
f{  own  fault,  and  Mr.  Hervey  would 
"  never  bave  thought  of  confining  you 
w  to  your  room  if  you  had  not  a£ted 
c<  fo  very  rudely  to  him;  and  even 
"  now.  if  you  will  only  aik  his  pardon, 
"  be  will  fet  you  at  liberty  dire&ly." 

"  No ;  Fll  ftay  here  till  I  die  firft, 
(faid  he,  half  choaked  with  fury  and 
indignation)  "  Am  I  not  a  gentleman? 
"  and  do  you  think  that  I'll  condefcend 
4*  to  a(k  pardon  of  fuch  a  poltroon  as 
"that:" 

"  A  gentle- 


«  A  gentleman  !  (faid  Mr.  Lufhing- 
ton,  who  had  entered,  unperceived) 
"  and  has  not  your  conduct  difgraced 

"  the    appellation  ? Obferve    me, 

4f  Adolphus  (continued  he)  I  will  not 

"  have  my  children's  minds  corrupted 

<;  by    examples    of  this    nature  ; — and, 

"  unlefs     you    this  moment    refolve 

"  to    make    every    apology    in    your 

*c  power   to    Mr.    Hervey,    for    your 

"  daring  and  impertinent    behaviour, 

6f  you   remain    no  longer    my    gueit. 

€6  I  know  a  fchoolmafter  exaclly  cal- 

4;  culated  to  manage  boys  of  fuch  un- 

"  governable  tempers  as  your's  ;  and 

c;  under  his   tuition  I  will  place  you 

tc  until  you  have  acquired  the  habit  of 

"  fubduing  your  paflions5and  conquer- 

*«  ing  your  impetuofity." 

Adolphus, 
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Adolphus,-  perceiving  by  his  uncle's 
countenance  the  violence  of  his  dif- 
pleafure,  was  convinced  that  all  at- 
tempts to  palliate  his  faults  would  be 
unfuccefsful,  and  therefore  thought 
the  wifeft  meafure  he  could  adopt 
would  be  to  make  an  humiliating  con- 
feflion  of  his  fault  $  for  the  very  idea 
of  a  fchool  was  terrible  ;  and  fuch  a 
one  as  Mr.  Lufhington  had  defcribed 
truly  formidable  I  He  therefore  in- 
treated  to  be  releafed  from  his  prefent 
confinement,  and  promifed  to  make 
the  conceffion  that  was  required. 


CHAP. 


CPIAP.  III. 


MRS.  DARNLEY,  the  lady  who 
a/Tided  Mrs.  Lufhington  in  the  educa- 
tion of  her  daughters,  had  much  lefs 
reafon  to  be  difpleafed  with  Caroline's 
mode  of  conduct  than  Mr.  Hervey 
had  with  her  brother's  ;  and  fhe  even 

difcovered  traces  of  an  amiable  difpo- 

i 

lition  in  her.  But  Emily,  whofe  na- 
tural quicknefs  of  underftanding,  and 
advantages  of  education,  gave  her  a 
pre-eminence  over  her  coufin,  was 
continually  boafting  of  this  fuperiori- 
ty;  and  would  frequently  be  afking 
whether  fhe  remembered  events  in 

hiftory, 


hiftory,  which  (he  knew  (he  had  never 
heard  of,  for  the  pleafure  of  laughing 
at  her  ignorance. 

On  thefe  occafions  Caroline  would 
generally  retort  with  fharpnefs,  but 
one  morning,  not  being  in  a  humour 
to  contend  with  her  coufin,  fhe  burft 
into  a  paffion  of  tears,  declaring  (he 
wifhed  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as 
tyftory  in  the  world. 

«  And  why,  my  dear  Caroline,  (faid 
«  Mrs.  Lufhingtonjwho  at  that  moment 
"  entered  the  room)  would  you  wifh 
"  to  remain  ignorant  of  the  manners 
ic  and  cuftoms  of  the  different  nations 
"  that  compofe  the  univerfe  ?  For  it 
C  2  "  certainly 


«c  certainly  is  both  a  pleafinganda  ufeful 
«  ftudy." 

«  So  it  may,  aunt;  (replied  Caroline, 
"  wiping  the  tears  from  her  eyes)  but  I 
«  am  fure  I  had  better  be  ignorant  of  it 
"  all  my  life,  if  it  is  to  make  me  as  dif- 
?*  agreeable  as  it  does  Emily." 

"  I  am  mocked  (faid  Mrs.  Luting- 
s' ton,  turning  to  her  daughter)  that 
<;  thofe  acquirements  which  were  in- 
<;  tended  to  make  you  f  leafing  to  fociety^ 
"  mould  have  the  effe6l  of  making  you 
"  difg'ifting  to  it — But  do  not,  my  dear 
t;  girl,  (continued  Mrs.  Lufliington, 
64  addreffing  her  niece)  fufrer  the  mif- 
(<  application  which  Emily  has  made 
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"  of  her  knowledge  to  give  you  a  dif- 
<s  guft  to  a  ftudy,  above  all  other  the 
"  mod  efTential : — for  hiftory  is  not 
46  only  calculated  to  expand  the  imagi- 
<c  nation,  but  to  improve  the  mind; 
*«  and  a  perfon  totally  unacquainted 
"  with  that  iludy,  mud  of  courfe  have 
4<  their  ideas  bounded  to  the  fpot  where 
*4  they  refide,  without  being  capable  of 
44  foaring  beyond  it,  or  derivingany  ad- 
u  vantages  from  the  defcription  of  the 
46  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  different 
46  nations  that  inhabit  the  globe  : — But 
<;  the  moil  important  ufe  of  hiitory,  to 
44  a  youthful  mind,  is  the  imprejfion 
fi  which  the  account  of 'great  and  dijin- 
'"  terefted  actions  makes  upon  their  beart> 
44  and  the  ftrong  incentive  it  is  to 
*4  virtue," 

C  3  «  And 
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"  And  there  are  very  pretty  (lories  in 
"  hiftory  too;  are  there  not,  Mamma  ?" 
faid  Eliza,  who  had  been  paying  the 
utmoft  attention  to  all  that  had  pafled. 

"Yes,  my  love;  (replied  Mrs. 
<f  Lufhington)  and  if  you  can  recol- 
"  left  any,  I  would  have  you  amufe 
"  your  coufin  with  the  relation  of 
«  them." 

"  No,  Mamma ;  (faid  Eliza}!  cannot 
"  tell  them  half  as  well  as  you  do  -,  and 
cc  fo  pray  fit  down  and  tell  us  one  of 
*c  your  oldftories" 

€t  ]  have  a  new  one,  (replied  Mrs. 
«  Lufhington)  which  I  think  will  pleafe 
«  you  very  much ;  I  read  it  this  morn- 

«c  ing 
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"  ing  in  the  Hiftory  of  Sweden;  and 
"  think  it  one  of  the  ilrongeft  proofs 
«  of  filial  affe&ion,  and  delicate  fenti- 
«  ment,  I  ever  recoiled  meeting  with. 

c  A  gentleman  of  Sweden,  who   for 

*  many  years   had   rilled   an  office  of 

*  importance   with  the  utmoft  refpec- 

*  tability,    was     at   length  detected  in 

*  fo  bafe   an  aft  of  fraud  and  decep- 

*  tion,  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  em- 

*  ployment,  and  cited  to  appear  before 
4  his  accufers — and  the  proofs  of  guilt 
'  were  fo  ftrong   againft   him,  that  he 

*  was  condemned,  and  an  order  iffued 

*  for    his    execution  ! — This    dreadful 
'  intelligence  was  communicated  by  a 

*  friend  to  his  fon,  a  youth  of  about 
'  eighteen,   who  was  at  fome   di (lance 

C  4  (  from 
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4  from  the  capital,  and  had  not  heard 
,4  of  his  father's  difgrace.  The  anguifh 
4  of  his  feelings  at  this  melancholy  in- 
c  formation  may  be  eafily  imagined, 
4  but  the  difmtereftednefs  of  his  con- 
•'  du6l  was  much  fuperior  to  what  you 

*  can  conceive.     He  flew  to  the  fcene 

*  of    his    father's    confinement,     and, 

*  throwing  himfelf  at   the  feet    of  hi« 

*  judge,  conjured  him   to   accept   bit 

*  uje  as  a  raniom  for  a  father's,  whofe 
4  exiftence  he  valued  far  dearer  than 
4  his  own  ! 


4  The  judge  was  fo  delighted  at  this 
4  proof  of  filial  tendernefs,  that  he  delay- 
€  ed  the  execution  ami  fent  an  account  of 
4  the  young  man's  conduct  to  the  king; 
4  who,  flruck  by  this  uncommon  proof 

«  of 
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*  of  magnanimity,    fent   an  order   of 
«  free  pardon  to  the  father,  with  direc- 
«  tions  that  a  title  of  honor  fhould  be 

*  conferred  upon  the  fon. 

*  When  this  amiable  youth  was  in- 

*  formed  of  the   king's  generofity,  his 
4  joy  and  gratitude  were  not  to  be  con- 
6  ceived,  but,  turning  to  the  gentleman 

*  who   conveyed    the   pleafing    intelli- 
6  gence — Sir  (faid  he)  the  gift  of  life, 
6  which  his  Majefty  has  conferred  upon 

*  my    father,    is    the   mod   ineftimable 

*  treafure  he  could  have  beftowed  up- 
'  on  me,    but  as  to  the  title  of  dignity 

*  which  he   has    fo  gracioufly    conde- 

4  fcended  to  hold  out  for  my  acceptance, 
c  I  muft  beg  leave  to  decline,  from  an 

5  idea  that  it  would  be  likely  to  perpe- 

C  5  <  tuate. 
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6  tuale    the    remembrance  of  my  father** 
c  dijgrace  ! 

6  When  the  King  was  made  acquaint- 
6  ed  with  the  delicacy  of  his  motive  for 
4  declining  the  proffered  dignity,  he 
6  immediately  fent  for  him  into  his  pre- 
c  fence,  loaded  him  with  the  commen- 
4  dation  he  deferved,  and  beftowed 
c  upon  him  the  office  of  Confidential 
c  Secretary.9 

<c  Oh  what  a  charming  young  man! 
cc  (faid  Caroline)  I  do  not  think,  that 
cc  in  all  the  romances  and  novels  Ma- 
*'  dam  Lemoine  ufed  to  read  to  mej 
«c  I  ever  met  with  a  prettier  ftory." 

"It  is  a  matter  of/<?#,  you  know, 

44  Caroline^ 
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"  Caroline,  (faid  Mrs.  Lufhington)  and 
"  muft  of  courfe  make  a  much  ftrong- 
"  er  impreffion  on  the  imagination  than 
(t  any  relation  of  circumftances  merely 
<c  calculated  to  amufe  or  miflead  the 
"  mind. — -As  ta~the  generality  of  no- 
"  vels,  I  think  them  highly  prejudicial 
"  to  youth  ;  and,  at  heft,  they  are 
u  calculated  to  give  falfe  impreffions  of 
"  real  life,  and  to  fill  the  head  with 
Ci  miftaken  notions;  whilft  the  poor 
<;  girl  who  has  made  that  kind  of  read- 
46  ing  her  amufementj  is  imperceptibly 
<£  deluded  into  the  path  of  error,  and 
"  inftead  of  becoming  a  rational  or  en- 
<c  tertaining  companion,  (lie  mufl  con- 
ct  tinually  be  fubjecl  to  mortifying  ien- 
"  fations,  from  the  conviclion  of  her 
^  own  ignorance — But  (continued  Mrs. 
C  6  "  Lufhington, 
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"  Lufliington,  addreffing  her  difcourfe 
ft  to  her  daughter)  as  Caroline  juftly 
cc  obferves,  if  an  acquirement  of  in- 
*c  formation  was  merely  to  produce 
<c  conjequence  and  Jelf -importance,  it  cer- 
<c  tainly  would  not  be  a  defirable  ac- 
<{  quifition  •,  and,  as  it  has  had  that 
"  unfortunate  effect  upon  you,  Emi- 
Cf  ly,  I  forbid  you  from  endeavour- 
"  ing  to  encreafe  your  little  flock  of 
<c  knowledge,  until  you  have  learned 
*e  the  ufeful  leffbn  of  humility,  and  fhall 
cc  requeft  Mrs.  Darnley  to  with-hold 
<c  her  inftruclions,  until  you  have  con- 
cc  quered  a  failing  that  renders  you  ex- 
c<  tremely  unamiable." 

It  was  not  pofllble  for  Mrs.  Lufhing- 
ton  to  have  thought  of  a  punifbment 

that 
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that  could  have  been  more  afflictive  to 
her  daughter  than  the  one  fhe  had  fe- 
lefted  i  for,  independent  of  the  dif- 
grace  fhe  felt  at  not  being  allowed  to 
receive  inftruc"lion3  fhe  had  naturally 
fo  great  a  fondnefs  for  books,  that  the 
being  prohibited  their  ufe  was  a  ferious 
evil  to  her;  and  fhe  was  obliged  to  quit 
the  room,  to  prevent  her  mortification 
from  being  vifible. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  IV. 


WHILST  the  improvement  in  Ca- 
roline's manners  and  difpofition  afford- 
ed Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lufhington  the  high- 
eft  fatisfaftion,  the  alteration  which  a 
few  weeks  had  produced  in  Henry's 
conduct  was  calculated  to  give  them 
the  utmofl  concern;  and  what  tended 
to  increafe  that  fenfation,  was  the 
flrong  partiality  which  he  hourly  tefli- 
fied  for  his  unworthy  coulin. 

From  the  moment  that  Adolphus  Hen- 
ley arrived  at  Glandford -lodge,  the  evi- 
dent 
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dent  fuperiority  he  difcovered  in  Wil- 
liam Lufhington's  mind  had  afted  as  a 
barrier  to  their  intimacy;  but  the  in- 
dolence of  Henry's  difpofition  had 
been  the  means  of  putting  them  more 
upon  a  par,  and  the  pliancy  of  his  na- 
ture had  made  him  a  fit  inftrument  for 
Adolphus's  bafe  defigns. 

His  firft  meafure  was  to  give  Henry 
an  idea  that  the  number  of  hours  his 
father  confined  him  to  his  ftudies  was 
a  proof  of  his  want  cf  affe^tion^  which 
he  enforced  by  defcribing  the  mode  of 
life  he  had  led  with  his  parents ;  and 
drawing  a  comparifon  between  the  two 
fituations.  When  he  had  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded  as  to  make  this  poor  boy  be- 
lieve, that  the  very  conduct  which  was 
2  a  proof 
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a  proof  of  tendernefe  was  a  fymptom  of  its 
deficiency,  his  next  plan  was  to  im- 
prefs  his  mind  with  an  idea  of  bis  own 
importance ;  and  the  very  character 
which,  a  few  weeks  before,  was  all  hu- 
mility and  good-nature,  became  proud, 
imperious,  and  felf-fufficient.  His  at- 
tachment to  his  brother  and  fillers  was 
evidently  weakened,  and  he  had  no 
pleafure  in  any  amufement  in  which 
Adolphus  was  not  a  partaker.  Mr, 
Hervey,who  had  ever  been  an  objeclof 
diflike  with  Adolphus.  had  now  in  great 
meafure  loft  his  afcendency  over  Hen- 
ry; and,  inftead  of  receiving  his  in- 
ilructions  with  grateful  humility,  he 
fcarcely  condefcended  to  attend  to  his 
precepts. 

Adolphus 
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Adolphus  had  long  indulged  the  idea 
of  being  revenged  of  his  tutor  for  the 
difgrace  he  had  brought  upon  him,  by 
confining  him,  and  had  meditated  a 
thoufand  fchemes  before  he  could  de- 
termine upon  one  calculated  to  give 
him  the  defired  fausfaclion — At  length, 
hearing  Mr.  Hervey  exprefs  a  natural 
antipathy  to  the  water,  and  an  incapa- 
bility of  fwimming,  he,  with  fame  diffi- 
culty^ prevailed  upon  Henry  to  affift 
him  in  a  defign  of  precipitating  the 
worthy  man  into  a  rapid  dream  that 
ran  through  part  of  Mr.  Lufhington's 
grounds^  and  gave  motion  to  a  mill  at 
the  end  of  them. 

The  boundaries  of  this  ftream  were 
in  one  part  remarkably  narrow ;  and, 

by 


by  giving  a  carpenter's  man  five  fhil- 
lings,  they  procured  a  plank  that  would 
extend  acrofs  it.  —  This  plank  they 
contrived  to  rub  over  with  foft  foap, 
and,  after  having  compleated  their  tafks 
much  to  their  tutor's  fatisfa&ion,  afked 
his  permiffion  to  go  a  fifhing. 

They  contrived  to  throw  in  their 
lines  near  the  fpot  deftined  for  their 
amufement,  knowing  Mr.  Hervey 
•would  either  accompany  them  or  fol- 
low them  thither.  They  had  been  at 
their  employment  about  half  an  hour, 
and  caught  two  fifh,  when  the  worthy 
clergyman  joined  them. 

"  Well  (faid  he,  as  he  approached 
64  the  place)  have  you  had  any  fport  ?" — 

«  Oh 
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"  Oh  yes.  Sir,  (replied  Adolphus)  and 
"  we  have  caught  the  ftrangeft  looking 
«  fifh  you  ever  faw  \n— "  Where  is  it  ?" 
faid  Mr.  Hervey. — -4;  On  the  other  fide 
"  the  water;  (replied  Henley)  for  the 
"  miller  was  fogood  as  to  lay  this  plank 
<{  for  us,  that  we  might  try  different 
<c  parts  of  the  ftream." 

Mr.  Hervey,  unfufpicious  of  this 
wicked  boy's  defigns,  immediately  ftep- 
ped  upon  the  plank,  and,  moving  ra- 
ther quickly,  his  feet  flew  up,  and  he 
fell  backwards  into  the  water. 

It  was  predetermined  that  they  mould 
take  to  their  heels  the  moment  the  ex- 
pected accident  happened,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  calling  for  help ;  but,  in  fa&, 

to 
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to  prevent  their  being  required  to  ren- 
der any  afiiltance  ;  and  poor  Mr.  Her- 
vey,  who  had  ftruck  the  back  part  of 
his  head  a  violent  blow  in  the  fall, 
was  fo  ftunned  by  that  circumftance, 
that  it  was  fome  time  before  he  fo  far 
recovered  himfelf,  as  to  be  able  to 
catch  hold  of  the  branch  of  a  willow, 
that  fortunately  hung  over  the  dream; 
and,  when  he  effected  his  deliverance, 
he  was  totally  unable  to  ftand.  The 
water  which  had  entered  his  ftomach, 
during  the  moments  of  infenfibility, 
had  fo  thoroughly  diftended  it,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  could  draw  his 
breath;  and,  had  not  Mr.  Lufliington 
providentially  pafled  that  way,  this  vile 
prank  might  have  been  attended  with 
the  moll  fatal  confequences. 

A  couple 
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A  couple  of  gardeners,  whom  the 
boys  had  fent,  now  reached  the  fpot ; 
one  of  them  Mr.  Lufliington  inftantly 
difpatched  for  Mr.  Maitland,  the  fur- 
geon;  whilft  the  other  helped  him  to 
place  Mr.  Hervey  in  fuch  a  fituation 
as  would  be  likely  to  bring  the  water 
off  his  ftomach,  and  afterwards  affifted 
in  leading  him  to  the  Lodge. 

The  moment  Mr.  Maitland  examined 
the  blow  on  his  patient's  head,  he  tef- 
tifled  by  his  countenance  that  he  thought 
it  of  an  alarming  nature^  and  feveral 
days  elapfed  before  he  pronounced 
this  worthy  man  out  of  danger.  Du- 
ring that  period  the  agony  and  remorfe 
of  •'  .enry's  mind  may  better  be  ima- 
gined than  defcribed ;  and  it  was  with 

the 
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the  utmoft  difficulty  AdoJphus  prevent- 
ed his  throwing  himfelf  on  his  knees, 
and  confeffing  the  whole  of  the  tranfac- 
tion  to  his  father. 

The  agitation  of  Henry's  fpirits  had 
not  efcaped  Mr.  Lufhington's  obferva- 
don;  and,  though  he  was  perfuaded 
all  his  children  had  reafon  to  love  and 
refpecl  Mr.  Hervey,  yet  he  thought  the 
concern  which  his  fon  teftified,  was 
even  greater  than  he  could  have  con- 
ceived ;  but,  knowing  he  pofleffed  a 
very  feeling  mind,  he  did  not  attempt 
to  queftion  him  upon  the  fubjecl;  and 
poor  Mr.  Hervey  had,  not  the  flighted 
fufpicion  of  the  trick  that  had  been 
played  upon  him. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


I  T  was  not  poflible  to  fuppofe,  but 
that  the  children  of  fuch  benevolent 
characters  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lufhing- 
ton  muft,  from  the  conftant  obferv- 
ance  of  the  practice  of  that  virtue,  be 
naturally  inclined  to  a&s  of  liberality ; 
and  the  ample  fupply  of  pocket-money 
which  was  allowed  them,  enabled  them 
to  gratify  this  amiable  principle  in  a 
much  fuller  extent  than  young  people 
of  their  years  generally  have  the  power 
of  doing. 

Henry, 
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Henry,  who  had  always  been  fore- 
moft  in  every  aft  of  benevolence,  until 
the  time  that  his  intimacy  with  Adol- 
phus  commenced,  now  always  found 
fome  excufe  for  with-holding  his  affift- 
ance;  and,  inftead  of  difpoiing  of  the 
greatefl  part  of  his  weekly  allowance 
in  acts  of  chanty,  it  was  fquandered 
away  in  fweetmeats,  or  fome  other  felf- 
ifh  gratification : — and  if  at  any  time 
Adolphus  perceived  his  natural  ami- 
able turn  of  mind  likely  to  predomi- 
nate— "  How  can  you  be  fuch  a  fool,. 
<;  (he  would  exclaim)  as  to  give  your 
<:  money  to  thofe  who  will  only  laugh 
<c  at  your  weaknefs  ? — Why,  my  good 
"  fellow,  you  will  foon  be  a  beggar 
u  yourfelf,  if  you  go  on  in  that  way ! 
"  What  do  you  fuppofe  your  riches 
5  "  were 
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*  were  given  you  for  but  to  difpofe 
"  of  them  upon  yourfelf?—\\r\\y  you 
ct  might  as  well  be  without  money,  as 
"  not  have  the  inclination  to  enjoy  it ! — 
«  Befides,  if  you  once  get  the  charao 
c<  ter  of  a  charitable  boy^  you'll  never 
<*  have  a  moment's  peace,  for  the 
cc  whole  train  of  beggar's  brats  in  the 
«;  country  will  always  be  treading  at 
ct  your  heels,  with — God  Almighty 
c<  blefs  you,  Sir,  beftow  your  clia- 
«  rity  I" 

Thus  ridiculed  out  of  its  virtuous 
principles  the  character  of  Henry  had 
undergone  a  total  change,  and  thofe  who 
had  formerly  been  fed  by  his  bounty  now 
could  not  even  procure  a  morfel  of 
bread  through  his  afiiflance. 

D  Amongd 
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Amongft  a  number  of  penfioners  who 
were  chiefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Lufhing- 
ton's  liberality,  was  an  old  man,  whofc 
name  was  Richard  Collins ;  he  had 
lived  gardener  with  the  late  porTeffor  of 
Glandford-lodge  five -and- forty  years; 
and  when  the  prefent  amiable  occupier 
of  that,  beautiful  feat  made  a  purchafe 
of  it,  old  Richard  was  the  firfl  to  offer 
his  fervices.  Honefty  and  plain-deal- 
ing were  ftrongly  depicted  in  his  ve- 
nerable countenance,  and  carried  with 

them    a    recommendatory    letter. 

Mr.  Liiihington  not  only  accepted  his 
fervices,  but  placed  him  in  a  flation  of 
fome  refponfibility ;  but,  when  he  had 
enjoyed  this  comfortable  fituation  about 
nine  years,  a  paralytic  ftroke  deprived 
him  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  dif- 

abled 


eibled  him  from  earning  his  fubfiftence. 
As  his  fons  were  both  of  them  carelefs 
and  expenfive  young  men,  Richard  had 
been  obliged  to  devote  great  part  of 
his  own  wages  to  the  fupport  of  their 
wives  and  children,  and  when  this  af- 
fliction befel  him,  he  had  no  means  of 
fupplying  the  wants  of  nature. 

As  the  children  were  all  remarkably- 
Fond  of  old  Richard,  Mr.  Lufhington 
enquired  how  much  they  were  willing 
to  devote,  out  of  their  allowance,  forhis 
weekly  fuppqrt ;  and  it  was  determined 
that  each  of  them  fhould,  every  Sun- 
day-morning, call  at  his  cottage,  and 
preirent  their  (hilling.  This  employ- 
meat  ufed  always  to  be  attended  with 
heart-felt  fatisfaction  ;  and  the  bleffings 
D  2  which 
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which  they  received,  not  only  from  th 
old  man,  but  his  grand-children,  filled 
their  little  breads  with  pleafure  and  de- 
light. 


Henry  had  long  declined  thefe  week- 
ly vifits,  upon  fome  frivolous  pretence 
or  other;  and,  though  Richard  refolv- 
cd  not  to  acquaint  his  mailer  with  the 
circumftance,  yet  he  determined  to  afk 
Henry  the  reafon  of  the  alteration  in 
his  conduft,  the  firft  time  he  had  a  con- 
venient opportunity;  and  one  lovely 
evening,  as  he  was  feated  on  a  bench 
on  the  outfide  his  door,  with  his  grand- 
children playing  around  him,  Henry 
parTed,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  his 
coufin. 

'«  Mafter 
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"  Matter  Henry  (faid  Richard)  I  am 
fi  glad  to  fee  you ;  I've  thought  it  a 
"  main  while  fince  I  fhook  you  by  the 
"hand;  —  and  I've  been  mortally 
«  grieved  to  think  you  fhould  forfake 

your  old  friend." 


(£ 


<<  Friend !  (faid  Adolphus,  with  a 
«  fneer  upon  his  countenance)  and 
<;  pray.  Sir,  how  long  have  you  done 
<c  my  coufin  the  honour  to  confider 
<c  yourfelf  his  friend  ?" 

cc  Ever  fmce  the  time  that  his  genero- 
<;  fity  to  me  gave  him  caufe  to  fuppofe 
"  that  I  mud  be  ungrateful  if  I  was  not 
"  his  friend.  But  I  fancy,  young  gen- 
u  tleman,  (continued  he)  I  may  thask 
t;  you  for  not  receiving  the  fame  proofs 
D  3  "  of 
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<4  of  bis  friend/hip  that  1  ufed  to  dobe- 
'•  fore  you  came  to  the  Lodge." 

•c  You  old  dog!  (faid  Adojphus,  in 
<c  a  rage)  do  you  live  upon  charity,  and 
"  yet  have  the  impudence  to  abufe 
4C  your  benefaftors  for  not  being  more 
"  liberal  r"  . 

<c  Since  you  don't  know  how  to  Is 
"  grateful  for  kihdnefs  (laid  Henry,  in  .a 
<c  tone  of  equal  anger)  you  will  re- 
"  ceive  no  more  from  me,  I  can  affure 
"  you." 

rf  Ah,  Matter  Henry!  (replied  the 
*;  old  man,  fhaking  his  head)  I  am 
*'  forry  to  fee  what  a  fad  thing  a  bad 
"example  is!  — Who  would  have 

H  thought 


''thought  I  fhould  have  lived,  to  let 
"  you  treat  a  poor  old  man  in  fuch  an 
<c  unhandfome  manner! — What  do  you 
<c  think  his  Honour  would  fay,  if  he 
c  could  know  of  your  behaviour?" 


c;  I'll  teach  you  to  talk  of  bad  exa 
" plr,  you  rafcal !' '  faid  Adolphus,  tak- 
ing up  a  handful  of  loofe  duft,  and 
throwing  it  in  the  old  man's  face. 

At  that  moment  one  of  his  grand- 
children, a  lad  of  about  fourteen  years 
of  age,  jumped  over  a  ftyle  from  an 
adjoining  field,  and  feeing  his  poor  old 
grandfather  treated  with  fo  much  inhu- 
manity, ran  up  to  Adolphus,  and  catch- 
ing him  by  the  collar  with  one  hand, 
D4 


with  the  other  began  thrafhing  him  moft 
unmercifully.  Henry,  who  was  a  boy 
of  fpirit,  was  not  inactive  in  the  affray, 
but  flew  to  his  friend's  affiftance;  whilil 
the  boy,  unmindful  of  his  grandfa- 
ther's injunctions  to  defift,  gave  them 
both  a  moil  complete  drubbing. 

Mrs.  Darnley  and  her  young  pupils, 
accompanied  by  William  Lufhington, 
had  that  evening  amufed  themfelves  by 
gathering  a  bafket  of  fine  fruit;  with 
an  intention  of  prefenting  it  to  poor 
Richard,  and  arrived  at  the  cottage 
juft  at  the  clofe  of  this  affray. 

The   deplorable  figure   which  both 
Adolphus  and  Henry  made,  abfolutely 

terrified 
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terrified  their  fillers — and  the  blood, 
\vhich  dreamed  from  both  their  nofes, 
alarmed  poor  little  Eliza  to  io  great  a 
degree,  that  (he  *burft  into  a  violent 
fit  of  crying,  which  nothing  could 
appeafe,  until  a  bafon  of  cold  water 
had  reftored  her  brother  to  his  for- 
mer appearance,  and  he  had  repeated- 
edly  aflured  her  he  was  not  injured  by 
the  conted. 

Richard  gave  Mrs.  Da'rnley  a  fim- 
ple  matter  of  fa£l  defcription  of  the 
caufe  of  the  quarrel;  at  the  fame  time 
lamented,  that  the  affeBion  which  his 
grandfon  bore  him  mould  have  in- 
duced him  to  ftrike  the  fon  of  his  be- 
nefa&or;  and  conjured  her,  with  tears 
ia  his  eyes,  to  endeavour  to  foften 
D  Mn 
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Mr.  Lufhington's  difpleafure— "  For 
"if  (laid  the  old  man)  I  ihould  have 
"  lived  long  enough  to  feel  his  Ho- 
<;  nour's  anger,  I  fhall  have  lived  to 
«<  know  the  greateft  misfortune  that 
"  could  have  befallen  me," 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VI. 


MRS.  DARNLEY  compofed  poor 
Richard's  apprehenfions,  by  an  af- 
furance  that  Mr.  Lulhington,  fo  far 
from  difapproving  the  lads  conduct, 
would  applaud  his  courage,  and  re  ward 
his  affection. 

Whilft  this  converfation  was  pafling 
between  Mrs.  Darnley  -and  the  cot- 
tager, Adolphus,  in  a  whifper,  told 
Henry  they  had  better  make  the  bed 
of  their  way  home,  and  relate  tbdr 
ftory  frfti  and  they  both  immediately 
D6  fet 


fet  off,  acrofs  the  fields,  a  nearer  way 
than  they  had  come. 

Juft  before  they  arrived  at  the  Lodge, 
"  Now,  Henry,  (faid  Adolphus)  let  us 
"  walk  very  flow,  for  fear  we  fhould 
c;  meet  my  uncle;  and  do  you  put 
"  your  hand  to  your  head,  and  pre- 
«;  tend  it  aches  violently;  for  I  know, 
4<  if  he  thinks  you  are  hurt5  he  will 
C4  trounce  the  fellow  mod  completely, 
"  and  we  mall  efcape^punimment ;  but 
€;  if  Madam  Darnley  tells  her  tale  firfl, 
"  we  mail  be  in  a*fine  fituation,  unlefs 
«  we  can  excite  your  father's  pity."' 

»  No;  (replied  Henry)  I  won't  tell 
"  a  flory  about  it ;  for  we  certainly 
"were  in  the  wrong  ;  only  I  was  angry 

«  at 
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<f  at  hearing  the  old  man  fpeak  fo 
4C  plainly  to  you  ;  and  that  made  me 
c;  forget  the  poor  fellow's  age  and  mis- 
"fortune" 

*«  Why  you  are  fit  to  be  a  Methodift- 
"  preacher !  (faid  Adolphus)  Not  tell 
c;  a  ftory  to  fave  yourfelf  a  fevere  pu- 
"  nifhment! — Befides,  did  I  ftrikethat 
<{  impudent  rafeal  firft  ? — Indeed,  Hen- 
"  ry  (continued  he)  I  had  thought  you 
C(  loved  me  better  than  this,  and  would 
<f  have  done  any  thing  to  fave  me  from 
«  difgrace," 

This  he  faid  in  fuch  a  tone  of  forrow, 
as  inflantly  made  its  way  to  poor 
Henry's  breaft;  which  the  artful  Adol- 
phus perceiving,  faid — "  However,  as 

"  I  am 


*CI  am  certain  you  don't  love  me,  I 
"  am  fure  you  won't  mind  my  leaving 
c<  you  ;  and,  unlefs  you  promife  not  to 
"  tell  my  uncle  that  1  threw  the  duft  In  tie 
"  old  m?.ris  face  >  I  am  refolved  to  run 
ifi  away  this  very  moment;  and  if  any 
<c  harm  happens  to  me  you  may  blame 
"yourfelffor  it.'7 

Henry,  who  really  felt  ftrongly  at- 
tached to  this  worthlefs  boy,  immedi- 
ately promifed  every  thing  he  wifhed  ; 
and  fcarcely  had  he  given  his  word 
that  he  would  do  exactly  as  he  direct- 
ed, when  they  perceived  Mr.  Lufhing- 
ton  approaching. 


4C  Now,  Henry,  (faid  Adolphus,  with 
an   air    of  exultation)    lean    upon 


" 


"  me,  and  pretend  to  be  very  much 
«  hurt." 

<f  My  dear  fellow,  (exclaimed  Mr. 
<c  Lufhington,  as  he  met  them,  in  an 
cc  alarmed  tone  of  voice)  what  is  the 
cc  matter  ? — You  feem  ill,  my  love  !" 

"  Yes,  uncle ;  (replied  Adolphus) 
«c  and  well  he  may  be  ill ;  for  if  you 
cc  knew  how  he  has  been  ufed,  you 
<c  would  wonder  he  was  able  to  move; 
"  but,  thank.  God,  I  was  there  to  de- 
<c  fend  him,  or  elfe  I  believe  he  might 
«f  have  loft  his  life  through  the  rage 
C{  and  fury  of  that  impudent  boy." 

"  Loft  his  life  !  (faid  Mr.  Lufhing- 
*  ton,  evidently  fUll  more  alarmed) 

"for 


"  for  Heaven's  fake  tell  me  what  it  all 
"  means  ;  and  who  has  dared  to  lift  his 
"  handagainft  my  boy." 

<c  Why,  youmuft  know,  Si*r,  (con- 
€{  tinued  Adolphus)  that  laft  week 
<c  Henry  had  fpent,  or  given  away,  fo 
Cfi  much  of  his  allowance,  that  he  was 
"  unable  to  fend  old  Richard  his  Sun- 
"  day-prefent;  but  he  refolved  to  make 
"  him  amends  the  next  week>  by  giv- 
ct  ing  him  double-,  and  we  called  at  his 
"  houfe  to  tell  him  how  it  was;  when-, 
"inftead  of  faying  it  was  of  no  confe- 
r<  quence,  and  that  another  week  would 
*c  do  as  well,  he  told  my  coufm  he  had 
Cf  no  right  to  have  fpent  the  money, 
5*  for  that  it  was  his;  and  unlefs  he 

**  always 
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"always  paid  him  regularly,  he  would 
"  tell  you. 

"  You  know,  Sir,  I  love  Henry  as 
•c  I  do  my  life;  and  could  not  help 
"  refenting  the  old  man's  behaviour, 
c;  and  told  him  what  an  ungrateful  fel- 
ce  low  he  was,  to  treat  his  benefactor 
"  with  fuch  unbecoming  freedom  ;  and 
"  Henry  laid,  he  fhould  never  have 
cc  another  (hilling  of  his  money,  and  then 
<c  walked  away  ;  when  his  grand-fon, 
"  a  boy  half  as  big  again  as  either  of 
<c  us,  took  up  a  handful  of  loofe  ftones 
"  and  threw  after  us.  My  coufin  was 
"  fo  enraged  at  this,  that  he  turned 
c<  back  and  (truck  the  fellow  a  blow  on 
"  the  face ;  upon  which  he  beat  Henry 
"  about  the  head  in  a  moft  unmerciful 

"  manner 


(    66    ) 

"  manner;  and  if  I  had  not  thruft  my- 
"  felf  in  between  them,  I  am  fure  he 
"  would  have  been  battered  to  pieces." 

«  If  I  find  (faid  Mr.  Lufhington) 
"  that  the  itory  is  exaftly  as  you  have 
"  related  it>  the  boy  fh.all  fuffer  fevere- 
is  ly  for  his  audacity.  As  to  the  ol^ 
*cman,  he  is  dependent  upon  me  for 
<c  the  means  of  his  exiftence,  and, 
*f  therefore  will  efcape  my  refsntment, 
''•  though  he  will  have  forfeited  my  af- 


"  Why,  uncle,  (replied  Adolphus) 
<c  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  in 
{S  my  life  ;  for  I  think,  his  being  in 
"  ycur  power  is  the  very  reafon  why 
«(  you  fliouid  make  him  feel  that  he  is 


"Jo ;  at  lead  I  know  I  would  do  fo,  if  I 
"  was  in  your  fituation." 

"  I  hope,  Adolphus,  (faid  Mr.  Lufh- 
<;  ington)  before  you  fire  in  a  fituation  to 
"  Jbew  a«lkcrityi  that  you  will  have  fub- 
*'  dued  that  principle  of  rtver.ge  which 
'*  too  often  a£tuates  thofe,  whofe  ex- 
"  alted  flations  allow  them  an  oppor- 
*;  tunity  of  evincing  it  : — for  the  for- 
44  givenefs  of  injuries,  when  we  have 
"  the  power  of  punifhing  them,  is  the 
''  diftinguifhing  charafteriftic  of  a  li- 
*c  beral  mind  :— and  Henry  the  Fourth, 
"  of  France,  who  was  one  of  the  great- 
*c  eft  princes  that  ever  reigned,  ufed  to 
"  fay,  that  the  fatisfaclion  derived  from 
"  revenge^  was  momentary,  but  that  which 
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By  this  time  they  bad  reached  the 
houfe;  and  after  Mr.  Lufhington  had 
examined  Henry's  head  to  fee  if  any 
of  the  blows  he  had  received  had  really 
injured  him,  he  de  fired  he  would  go 
immediately  to  bed,  and  then  walked 
dire  611  y  to  the  old  man's  cottage. 

Richard  (till  remained  in  the  fame 
fituation  which  the  boys  had  found  him 
in;  but,  upon  feeing  Mr.  Lufhington 
approach,  he  called  to  his  grand-  fon 
to  bring  his  crutches  ;  and,  raifing 
himfelf  upon  them,  he  defired  Stephen 
not  to  ftir,  but  to  ftay  and  hear  all  that 
his  Honour  had  to  fay, 

«  I  am 
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C<I  am  come,  Richard  (faid  Mr. 
cc  Lufhington,  in  a  calm,  though  evi- 
<c  dently  difpleafed  tone  of  voice,  to 
"  complain  of  the  ill-treatment  my  fon 
<c  and  nephew  have  received  from  a 
"  lad,  whom  they  tell  me  is  your  grand- 
4f  fon ;  and  to  fay  that,  though  I  allow 
cc  it  to  be  wrong  to  have  for  one 
"  week  with-held  your  accuftomed  al- 
"  lowance,  yet,  to  reproach  him  for  it, 
'•  was  not  the  way  to  convince  him  of 
*c  his  error." 

*c  Reproach  him  !  your  Honour,  (re- 
ce  plied  the  poor  man,  with  tears  in  his 
1;  eyes)  God  forbid  that  Richard  Col* 
"  lins  mould  ever  live  to  aft  fo  bafe  a 
"  part  as  to  reproach  the  fon  of  his  be* 
'<  nefador ! — But  alas,  Sir !  (continued 

<c  the 
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«  the  old  man.  (\viping  away  the  fall- 
"  ing  tear,  with  the  fleeve  of  his  coat) 
<c  I  doubt  Madam  Darnley  han't  been 
<{  able  to  perfuade  you  that  I  did  not  de- 
*s  ferve  the  ufage  that  I  met  with ;  for  I 
<{  would  rather  have  died  than  have  done 
{C  or  faidany  thing  unbecoming  to  Maf- 
*4  ter  Henry;  but,  as  to  that  young 
<c  fpark,  all  the  fervants  in  your  Ho- 
"  nour's  houfe  fays  how  he  fpoils  him. 
"  To  be  fure  I  was  mortal  angry  with 
*{  Stephen  for  ftriking  a  gentleman^  tho* 
"  for  cartain,  his  behaviour  was  not 
*c  much  like  one  ;  for  to  throw  dirt  and 
ct  ftones  in  the  face  of  fuch  an  old  man 
<6  as  I  am,  was  a  cowardly  trick,  to  fay 
"the  be  ft  of  it." 

«<  Throw 


<c  Throw  ftones  in  your  face!'"  cx-» 
claimed  Mr.  Lufhington. 

"  Yes,  Sir ;  (faid  Stephen,  who  had 
Ci  flood  by  the  fide  of  his  grand-father, 
fi  with  a  modeft,  though  undaunted 
"  countenance)  that  he  did  throw  ftone* 
"  at  my  poor  old  granny,  and  a  good 
<c  handful  too;  and  if  he  had  been  a 
"  duke,  I  would  have  leathered  his 
"jacket,  if  I  could;  though  I  was 
<{  very  forry,  after  my  paffion  was  over, 
«  that  I  had  ftruck  Mafter  Henry ;  but 
<c  they  both  tried  to  maul  me  fo,  that  I 
<{  was  forced  to  give  them  two  plurnp- 
<c  ers  in  their  eyes,  to  make  them  fheer 
6C  off. — But  if  I  have  made  your  Ho- 
"  nour  angry,  I  fhall  be  mortal  fad 
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w  about  it;  for  I  am  fure  my  grand- 
*  father  will  never  forgive  me  for  it." 

<c  I  perceive,  (faid  Mr.  Lufhington) 
"  Adolphus  has  impofed  fome  falfhood 
cc  upon  me ;  therefore,  Richard,  I  beg 
cc  you  will  fit  down  and  relate  the  cir- 
"  cumftance  exaclly  as  it  occurred." 

When  Richard  had  finifhed  his  ac- 
count, Mr.  Lufhington  took  him  by  the 
hand — "  My  old  friend,  (faid  he)  1  beg 
6C  your  pardon  for  having,  even  in  idea, 
<c  believed  you  could  be  ungrateful-, — 
<f  and  as  for  you  (continued  he,  turn- 
"  ing  to  Stephen)  you  are  a  fine  fpirit- 
"  ed  boy  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  always 
"  make  a  point  of  defending  thofe  who 
<c  are  unable  to  protect  tbcmfelves;  and 

"  there's 
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*  there's  half  a  crown  to  convince  yoyi 
<f  I  am  not  difpleafed  with  you." 

The  countenances  both  of  the  old 
man  and  his  grand-fon  were  inftantly 
lighted  up  with  the  fmiles  of  grateful 
pleafure ;  and  Mr,  Lufhington  took 
his  leave,  amidft  their  prayers  for  his 
happinefs,  and  acknowledgments  for 
his  kindnefs. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VII, 


AS  Mr.  Lufhington  returned  to  the 
Lodge,  he  was  met  by  Mr.  Hervey, 
who  had  been  fome  days  abfent  upon 
bufinefs  of  importance ;  and  related 
to  him  the  conduct  of  his  fort  and  ne- 
phew, whilft  the  tear  of  parental  ten- 
dernefs  evinced  how  feverely  he  was 
pained  by  the  alteration  in  the  conduft 
of  the  former. 

"  My  dear  Sir,  (replied  Mr.  Hervey) 
*l  I  have  long  thought  that  the  prevail- 
"  ing  power  of  bad  example  was  fuffici- 

«  ently 
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w  cndy  ftrong  to  over-turn  all  the  in- 
"  fluence  which  precept  could  obtain 
6C  over  the  youthful  mind,  unlefs  there 
<;  was  a  flrength  of  judgment,  feldom 
"  met  with  at  Henry's  age,  to  withftand 
u  the  temptation ;  and  your  fon's  con- 
**  du6lhas  fatally  convinced  me  that  my 
cc  opinion  was  well  founded.  That 
"  being  the  cafe,  the  remedy  is  plain—* 
4C  Remove  young  Henley  from  his  fo- 
"  ciety— prevent  the  poflibility  of  his 
c*  being  guided  by  his  pernicious  coun-, 
4i  fels,  and  you  will  perceive  all  his 
a  natural  propenfides  to  virtue  return  > 
"  and  he  will  again  become  the  dear 
"  amiable  boy  we  once  beheld  him." 

f'  You  are  certainly  right,  my  good 

«  friend,  [replied  Mr.  Lufhington,  with 

E.A  «afigh) 
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cc  figh)  and  I  never  ought  to  have  in- 
c;  troduceda  boy  of  my  nephew's  difpo- 
<c  fition  into  the  fociety  of  my  children. 
"  Oh,  .  continued  he,  clafping  his  hands 
4t  in  an  agony  of  diftrefs,  if  I  have 
44  been  the  innocent  deftroyer  of  my 
cc  poor  boy's  virtues,  how  (hall  I  fup- 
44  port  the  melancholy  reflection  !" 

Mr.  Hervey  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince Mr.  Lufhington  that,  though  his 
fon  had  evidently  ftrayed  from  the  path 
of  rectitude,  yet  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  his  not  returning  to  it  again, 
and  conjured  him  to  fend  Adolphus 
immediately  to  fome  public  fchool ; 
and,  inftead  of  chaftifing  Henry  as 
he  deferved,  for  his  faljhood  and  dupli- 
only  to  point  out  the  bafenefs  of 

Jhe 
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the  principle  that    had  actuated  him, 
and  leave  his  conscience  to  inflid  the  pu- 

nijhment. 

Mr.  Lu/hington  highly  approved 
Mr.  Hervey's  fentirnents,  and  requeft- 
ed  him  to  take  upon  himfclf  the  office 
of  recalling  Henry  to  his  duty ;  faying, 
that  he  really  felt  his  fpirits  too  much 
agitated  for  the  talk,  yet  he  thought 
there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  loft;  and 
therefore  requefted,  when  the  boys 
went  to  repeat  their  leflbns,  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  he  would  retain  Hen- 
ry for  a  private  conference,  and  de- 
fcribe  the  mifery  which  the  alteration 
of  his  conduft  had  brought  upon  his 
parents. 

E  3  Although 
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Although  Henry  had  tacitly  agreed 
to  the  falfhood  his  coufin  had  invent- 
ed, yet  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
injured  a  worthy  man,  and  deceived  the 
keft  of  father  S)  had  fuch  an  efFe6l  upon 
his  mind,  as  totally  to  deftroy  the  peace- 
fulnefs  of  his  ilumbers. — Jf  he  clofcd 
his  eyes  his  dreams  were  of  the  moft 
frightful  kind,  and  feemed  to  reproach 
him  with  the  cruelty  of  his  conduct — • 
at  one  time  his  imagination  was  dif- 
turbed  by  the  wretched  appearance  of 
poor  old  Collins;  who,,  deprived  thro* 
his  artifice  of  Mr.  Lufhington's  bene- 
volence, lay  extended  on  atrufsofftraw, 
the  perfect  image  of  famine  and  defpair, 
•whilft  his  grand-children  were  weeping 
around  him,  and  offering  to  (hare  with 
him  the  laft  remains  of  a  dry  cruft  of 

bread ! 
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bread !  Again  he  thought  he  faw  his 
amiable  parents  furrounded  by  fuch  a 
profufion  of  wealth  and  grandeur  as  ab- 
folutely  dazzled  his  eyes  to  behold  ; 
and  his  imagination  depicted  feveral  of 
the  fable  inhabitants,  from  the  Eaftern 
climes,  bending  under  the  load  of  trea- 
fures  which  thofe  countries  produce, 
and  laying  them  all  at  the  author  of 
his  being's  feet;  whilil  they,  unable  to 
derive  any  fatisfaftion  from  the  gifts  of 
fortune,  begged  they  might  be  bellow- 
ed upon  thofe  whofe  minds  were  free 
from  affliction  ;  telling  them  that  their 
diftrefs,  at  having  fo  unworthy  a  fony 
incapacited  them  for  the  enjoyment  of 
other  bleflings, 

From  thefe  diftreffing  dreams,  and 
£4  difturbed 
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difturbed  (lumbers,  Henry  arofe  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  ufual ;  and,  taking 
up  his  book,  endeavoured  to  drive 
them  from  his  imagination;  but  his 
mind  was  not  in  a  proper  frame  for 
attention,  and  whatever  he  read  made 
notthe  flighted  impreflion  upon  it : — he 
therefore  laid  down  the  book,  refted 
his  head  upon  his  hand,  and  began  re- 
flecting upon  his  late  behaviour  ;  and 
the  remorfe  which  thefe  reflections  pro- 
duced agitated  his  feelings  to  fo  vio- 
lent a  degree,  that,  burfting  into  an 
agony  of  tears,  he  exclaimed — "  Oh, 
"  my  deareft  parents,  how  fhamefully 
"  have  I  returned  all  your  kindnefs  to 
"me!" 

Mr.  Hervey,  who  had,  unperceived 
2  by 


by  Henry,  opened  the  door  of  his  apart* 
ment,  felt  much  fatisfaciion  at  finding 
his  pupil  in  a  frame  of  mind  fo  favour- 
able to  admonition;  but  not  chufing  to 
take  any  notice  of  what  he  had  heard, 
told  him  his  brother  and  coufin  had 
both  repeated  their  leflbns,  and  were 
gone  into  the  park,  and  defired  to 
know  if  he  was  prepared  to  recite  his. 

Henry,  with  an  evident  embarrafs- 
ment  of  manner,  made  fome  flight  ex- 
cufe  for  deficiency,  but  promifed  to 
make  ample  amends  for  it  after  break- 
fail, 

"  Well,  (faid  Mr.  Hervey,  drawing 

u  a  chair,  and  feati'ng  himfelf  clofe  ta 

u  Henry,  as  I  am  inclined  to  believe  you 

£5  "have 
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<f  have  not  been  wcfting  ycur  time,  I 
"  mall  not  enquire  a  word  about  y cur 
44  leffon  -, — and,  would  to  Heaven,  (con-; 
tf  tinued  he,  foftening  the  tone  of  his 
cc  voice)  I  had  no  other  complaint  to 
44  alledge  againft  you ;  but  when  I  fee 
44  a  boy  whom  I  had  fondly  hoped  had 
14  been  incapable  of  deceit  andfalfhood, 

44  plunge  himfelf  at  once  into  the  very 
<{  depth  of  thofe  crimes,   I  think  it  my 
f5  duty  not  only  to  point  out  the  enor- 
4*  mity  of  fuch  condufl,   but  to  endea- 
4C  vour  to  recal  him  to  the  practice  of 
ic  thofe  virtues  which  fo  juftly  endear- 

45  ed  him  to  every  part  of  his  family. — » 
4;  I  have  heard  (continued  he)  of  the 
44  whole  of  your  behaviour  to  poor  old 
4<  Richard;  and,  difgraceful  as  it  was, 
5i  I  could  have  made  fome  flight  allow- 

<f  ance 
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if  ance  for  it;  but  -when  I  was  told 
<c  of  your  bafely  endeavouring  to  fcreen 
"  yourfelf  from  punifhment  by  an  in- 
"  vention  the  moft  cruel,  I  really 

"  fhuddered    with   horror  ! You 

"  knew  the  unhappy  man  depended  up- 
"  on  your  father's  benevolence  for  his 
<f  entire  fupport  -9  and  did  it  not  ftrike 
"  you  that,  by  endeavouring  to  have 
"  that  withdrawn,  you  were  abfolutely 
"  becoming  the  deftroyer  of  his  exift- 
<;  ence  ? — and  that  whatever  mifery  the 
*'  poor  creature  might  be  doomed  to 
<c  undergo,  you  woulda  in  fac\  be  iu 
<f  author  ?"' 

*f  Oh,    Sir,    (faid    Henry >    fobbing 

"  aloud)  I  know  I  am  a  flocking  wicked 

u  boy }  but  not  fo  bad  as.  you  think  me  ; 

£  6  «  for 


"  for  indeed  I  did  not  tell  my  father 
««  any  thing  about  it— Adolphus  told 
««  all,  and  I  never  fpoke  ;  indeed,  in- 
««  deed,  I  did  not.1' 

cc  But  ycurfilence  (replied  Mr.  Her- 
i(  vey)  was  almoft  as  culpable  as  your 
*c  (oufin'ifalflood}  and  to  hear  another's 
"  character  traduced,  without  endea- 
c<  vouring  to  vindicate  it,  is  very  near 
"as  bad  as  it  you  were  the  traducer ! 
<c  However,  as  I  firmly  believe  you 
<c  fee  the  enormity  of  the  a6lion,  I 
Cf  will  not  fay  any  more  upon  that  fub- 
"  jed — but  I  muft  aflc  you  whether  the 
u  total  alteration  in  your  late  conduct 
•'  has  never  been  attended  with  fecret 
**  pangs  of  remorfe  ?  —  Whether  you 
*'  have  never  reflected  upon  the  diftrefs 

<{  fuch 
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"  fuch  proceedings  muft  occafion  your 
"  amiable  parents  ;  who,  inftead  of 
"  looking  upon  you  as  a  bleffing  fent 
"  from  Heaven,  have  reafon  to  fear 
*c  you  will  prove  their  greateft  misfor- 
«  tune!" 

The  converfation  was  here  interrupt- 
ed by  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Lufhing- 
ton,  who  entered  the  room  with  the 
flrongefl  marks  of  forrow  and  tender- 
nefs  imprefled  upon  his  manly  counte- 
nance. 

The  moment  Henry  faw  his  father 
approaching  he  rofe  from  his  feat,  and 
throwing  himfelf  on  his  knees,  befought 
forgivenefs,  yet  acknowledged  his  un- 
unworthinefs  to  receive  itjandpromifed 

a  total 
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a  total  alteration  of  conduft.  —  Mr. 
Lufhington  raifed  him  from  the  humi- 
liating pofture  •,  and,  prefling  him  to 
his  bofom,  conjured  him  toperfeverein 
thefe  refolutions  of  amendment, which  he 
promifed  mould  mark  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  future  conduft  ;  and  giving  him 
his  word,  that  the  pad  mould  be  entire- 
ly forgotten,  (bed  over  him  tears  of  joy 
and  tendernefs. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.   VIII. 


ADOLPHUS,  who  had  experienced 
no  pangs  of  reraorfe,  was  aftonifhed 
when  he  met  Henry  in  the  breakfaft- 
parlour,  to  perceive  his  eyesabfolutely 
fwelled  with  weeping ;  and,  in  a  whif- 
per,  enquied  if  they  were  found  out. 

Mr.  Lufhington,  who  judged  what 
were  the  apprehenfions  of  his  nephew, 
faid,  in  a  determined  tone  of  voice — 
«  I  am  (hocked,  Adolphus,  at  the  proofs 
es  I  have  received  of  the  badnefs  of 
"your  frfyofitiori)  and  the  depravity  of 

"your 
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"your  heart;  and  as  I  have  reafon  to 
«*  fear  that  your  refidence  in  my  family 
"  has  already  been  produ6liveof  a  mofl 
ct  ferious  evil,  I  am  determined  to 
u  guard  againll  any  farther  bad  confe- 
"  quence. — I  every  moment  expeft 
"  my  carriage  at  the  door,  to  convey 
<c  you  to  Winchefter  ;  and  fhall  my- 
"  felf  accompany  you  there,  and  place 
"  you  under  the  immediate  care  of  the 
"  head-mafler,  who  is  my  particular 
c;  friend,  and  who,  from  that  circurn- 
"  fiance,  will,  I  know,  take  every  pains 
<c  to  improve  your  mind,  and  mend  your 
44  morals^  if  you  chufe  to  profit  by  his 
<c  inftruQions." 

The  aftonifhment  of  all  the  young 
party,  at  this  intelligence,  may  better  be 

imagined 


imagined  than  defcribed  ;  but  the  agi- 
tation of  Adolphus  was  fo  violent,  that 
he  dropped  the  piece  of  bread  and 
butter  from  his  hand,  and  exclaimed--r 
"  Good  God,  uncle  ! — Surely  you  are 
"  not  in  earned  !" 

"  Never  more  fo  in  my  life,  (replied 
"  Mr.  Lufhington)  upon  my  honour." 
The  arrival  of  the  carriage,  at  that 
moment,  confirmed  the  dreadful  intelli- 
gence; and  Adolphus,  perceiving  that 
remonflrance  would  be  vain,  embraced 
his  fitter  and  coufms,  and  lhaking  Wil- 
liam and  Henry  by  the  hand,  followed 
his  uncle  with  tears  in  his  eyes. 

Although    Caroline  had   never  felt 
that'ftrength  of  attachment  which  fre- 
quently 
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quently  fubfifts  between  brothers  and 
fitters,  and  renders  a  reparation  the 
moil  heart-felt  grief  that  can  befal 
them,  yet,  as  (lie  was  perfectly  unpre- 
pared for  fuch  a  circumflance,  and  per- 
ceived how  repugnant  it  was  to  her 
brother's  inclination,  fhe  could  not  be- 
hold his  departure  with  indifference, 
but,  burfting  into  a  flood  of  tears,  fhe 
ran  out  of -the  room,  and  locked  her- 
-felf  into  her  own  apartment. 

Mrs  Lufhington,  who  had  imagined 
that  Caroline  was  totally  devoid  of  fen- 
iibility,  was  extremely  glad  to  behold 
this  proof  to  the  contrary;  and,  after 
giving  her  a  quaiter  of  an  hour  to  re- 
cover her  fpirits,  (he  followed  her  up 

flairs. 
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flairs,  and,  tapping  gently  at  the  door, 
requefted  to  be  admitted. 

Caroline  immediately  opened  the 
door,  and  difcovered  a  countenance 
really  diftrejftd. — <e  My  dear  Caroline, 
<f  (faid  Mrs.  Lufhington)  I  am  truly 
"  grieved  there  was  an  abfolute  necef- 
*<  lity  for  feparating  you  from  Adol- 
cr  phus;  but  indeed  he  is  of  fo  unami- 
*c  able  a  difpofition,  that  he  required  a 
"  greater  degree  of  feverity  to  conquer 
c;  it  than  your  uncle  or  Mr.  Hervey 
"  could  praclife,  and  therefore  it  was 
c*  neceiTary  to  put  him  under  the  care 
6C  of  a  matter  who  would  feel  no  repug- 
66  nance  at  adopting  a  mode  of  treat- 
"  ment  which,  thank  Heaven,  our  child- 
i;  ren  have  never  required.  But,  as 

<;  lenient 


fl  lenient meafures have  not  fucceeded, 
if  I  hope  feverer  ones'  will  be  attended 
cc  with  a  better  effeft,  and  that  we  {hall 
4t  behold  Adolphus  yet  turn  out  a  very 
c*  amiable  man ;  but,  mould  he  not, 
6C  your  uncle  will  atleafl  have  the  fatis- 
6C  faction  of  knowing  that  he  did  every 
"  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  that 

te  defirable  circumftance. But,  my 

<;  dear  girl,  (continued  Mrs.  Lufhing- 
"  ton)  whilfl  I  lament  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
cc  our  endeavours  to  correct  the  errors 
cc  in  your  brother's  education,  I  con- 
cc  gratulate  myfelf  upon  the  improve- 
"  ment  difcernible  in  your  manners, 
t(  fince  you  have  become  a  part  of  our 
"  family ;  and  think,  that  your  ready 
*c  compliance  with  my  wifhes  deferves 


the  higheft  encomiums,'* 


«c  Indeed, 
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"  Indeed,  aunt,  (replied  Caroline, 
"  with  a  countenance  animated  with 
"  pleafure  at  her  well-earned  praife)  I 
ff  am  very  fenfible  of  my  uncle's  and 
cc  your  kindnefs,  and  am  convinced 
c;  my  coming  to  Glandford-lodge  was 
"  the  happieft  thing  that  could  have  be- 
cc  fallen  me  -,  for  1  doubt  I  mould  have 
"  turned  out  a  very  unamiable  girl,  if 
<f  I  had  been  left  entirely  to  Madam 
"  Le  Moine's  direftion" 

^  Say  rather  to  your  own,  my  love; 
c<  (replied  Mrs.  Lufhington)  for  I  un- 
"  derftand  fhe  never  attempted  to  op- 
cc  pofe  your  wifhes  ;  and  therefore  the 
C4  failings  I  difcovered  in  your  charac- 

ter I  always  rather  fitted  than  blamed*^ 
a  and  attributed  them  all  to  the  imper- 


«c 
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"  fe&ion  of  your  education. — But  what 
"  have  we  here  (fhe  continued,  taking 
c<  up  a  book  in  a  very  dirty  cover)  the 
6<  external  part  of  it  does  not  fay  much 
44  in  its  favor." 

Caroline  immediately  betrayed  the 
rnoft  evident  marks  of  confufion  ;  and, 
when  Mrs.  Lufliington  perceived,  by 
the  title-page,  it  was  a  very  low  novel, 
fhe  looked  extremely  difpleafed,  and 
enquired  by  what  means  it  had  come 
into  her  niece's  poffeflion. 

«  I — I —  am  quite  afhamed,  indeed, 
cc  aunt;  (Hammered  out  Caroline)  but 
u  I  borrowed  it  of  Betty — and  I  give 
cf  you  my  word  that,  as  long  as  I  live, 
<c  I  never  will  read  another  novel." 

«  Oh, 
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«  Oh,  (replied  Mrs,  Lulhirigton)  I 
"  do  not  defire  you  to  give  me  a  pro- 
"  mife  of  that  nature;  for,  fome  years 
"  hence,  when  you  have  ftored  your 
*  mind  with  more  ufcful  knowledge^  I 
c*  fliould  not  object  to  your  occafionally 
{c  amufing  yourfelf  with  that  kind  of 
"  reading  ;  —  but  then  I  fhould  beg 
<;  leave  to  guide  your  choice ;  and  you 
"  muft  fuppofe  that  I  fliould  not,  at 
"  any  rate,  fuffer  you  to  read  fuch 
«f  trafh  as  would  be  entertaining  to  my 
*'  houfe-maid  : — but  the  kind  of  read- 
<f  ing  that  ought  to  occupy  all  your 
'f  time,  at  prefent,  ishiftory,  travels,  and 
«  geography." 

"  Indeed,  aunt   (faid    Caroline)    I 
<(  fhould  like  very  much  to  read  tra- 

"  vels; 
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"  vels;  for  I  had  a  very  pretty  little 
«6  book  of  Gulliver's — and  I  did  learn 
*«  a  little  of  Geography,  with  Madam 
44  Lemoin ;  and  remember  reading 
"  that  in  China,  all  the  little  children 
to  had  their  feet  bound  up,  as  foon 
cc  as  they  were  born,  to  make  them 
«  fmall." 

"  And  is  that  all  you  recollect  of 
c;  China  ?  replied  Mrs.  Lufhington." — 
Caroline  was  filent. 

«  You  doubtlefs  know  what  part  of 
*c  the  world  it  is  in  !"• — Still  no  reply. 

cc  Well,  (continued  Mrs.  Lufhing- 
<c  ton)  you  have  proved  that  your 
<c  knowledge  of  geography  has  not  been 

«  very 


<c 
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very  edifying ;  *  and,  as  you  are  totally 
cc  ignorant  of  the  fituation  of  China,  I 
<f  will  juft  tell  you,  it  is  an  imrnenfe 
"  empire,  in  the  eaftern  part  of  Afia, 
<c  about  two  thoufand  miles  in  length, 
**  and  fifteen  hundred  in  breadth  ;  that 
"  it  contains  mines  of  iron,  tin,  cop- 
66  per,  quickfilver,  gold,  and  filver ; 
ce  that  it  produces  feveral  kinds  of 
cc  corn,  and  abounds  in  rice  ;  and  that 
"  it  is  the  country  from  whence  all 
cc  forts  of  tea  are  imported. — That  the 
«  empire  is  allowed  to  have  exifted 
f»  four  thoufand  years ;  and  that  learn- 
"  ing  and  the  fciences  are  highly  cul- 
<f  tivated.  The  Emperor  is  complete 
44  mafter  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
<c  his  fubjecls,  though  he  treats  them 
4C  with  great  affection,  and  looks  upon 
F  «  them 
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<c  them  as  his  children.  The  Chinefe, 
Ci  in  general,  are  allowed  to  be  ex- 
<c  tremely  keen  in  their  method  of 
•v  conducting  bufmefs,  and  are  natu- 
,cc  rally  inclined  to  take  unfair  advan- 
'"  tages.  Their  religion  is  Paganifm  ; 
<c  but  the  part  of  their  hi  (lory  which 
ef  you  would  mod  difapprove,  is  their 
<;  treatment  of  their  wives ^  whom  they 
fc  confider  in  no  other  light  than  as 
c'  creatures  fent  into  the  world  to  mi- 
Cl  nifter  to  their  comforts  and  conveni- 
-<6  ence^  and  a  plurality  is  allowable." 

ct  Oh,  aunt !  (faid  Caroline)  are 
"  you  not  very  happy  that  you  were  not 
"  born  in  China  ?" 

"  Indeed^  my  love,    (replied   Mrs. 
64  Lufhington) 
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cc  Lufhington)  I  am  thankful  to  Provi- 
"  dence  for  having  placed  me  in  the 
"  fituation  that  he  has,  for  none  can  be 
<c  more  enviable;  but  in  whatever  fta- 
"  tion  he  had  difpofed  of  me,  I  mould 
"  have  endeavoured  to  acquire  con- 


tentment." 


The  converfation  was  here  interrupt- 
ed by  Mrs.  Lufliington  perceiving  an 
elegant  chariot  drive  up  to  the  door, 
and  the  fervant's  announcing  Lady 
Benfield. 


F  a  CHAP* 
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CHAP.  IX. 


LADY  BENFIELD  was  a  near  re- 
lation  of  Mrs,  Lufhington,  and  god- 
mother to  Henry — the  purpofe  of  her 
vifit  was  to  invite  him  to  fpend  a 
few  days  at  Benfield-houfe;  but,  as  his 
father  was  from  home,  and  his  late  con- 
duft  had  not  been  fuch  as  to  merit  in- 
dulgence. Mrs.  Lufhington  was  under 
the  neceflity  of  refufing  her  friend's 
requeft  ;  but  promifed  that,  at  a  future 
periou,  he  fliould  avail  himfelfof  her 
kindnefs. 

Lady 


Lady  Benfield,  at  taking  leave,  put 
into  her  god-fon's  hand  a  very  elegant 
new  pocket-book,  containing  a  twenty- 
Ihilling  note;  which  he  viewed  with  fen- 
fations  of  delight,  refolving  to  beftow 
it  upon  poor  old  Richard,  as  fome  com- 
penfation  for  the  unkindnefs  of  his 
treatment. 

Accordingly,  as  foon  as  he  had  com- 
pleted his  ftudies  with  Mr.  Hervey, 
inftead  of  joining  his  brother  in  fome 
kind  of  amufement,  as  was  the  ufual 
cuftom  between  breakfaft  and  dinner, 
he  took  his  hat,  and  ran  to  the  cottage, 
without  expreffing  his  intention  to  any 
one. 

Collins  and  his  family  were  juft  feat- 
F  ed 
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c.d  round  an  oak  table^  to  partake  the 
homely  meal  which  Mr.  Lufhington's 
liberality  enabled  them  to  enjoy,  when 
Henry  entered,  with  a  countenance 
o-ver-fpread  with  the  blufh  of  fharne. 
"  Richard,  (faid  he)  I  am  come  to 
cc  beg  your  pardon,  and  to  tell  you- 
c;  that  I  am  quite  fhocked  at  my  lat£ 
<c  behaviour;  but,  if  you  can  forget 
"  it,  I  mall  take  care  never  to  offend 
CJ  you  again.'' 

<f  Forget  it,  Matter  Henry !  (rt- 
Cf  plied  the  old  man,  with  tears  in  his 
ct  eyes)  yes,  that  I  can ;  and  thank 
««  God  that  I  live  to  fee  you  the  dear, 
"  good  tempered  young  gentleman  you 
t;  ufed  to  be;  but  I  never  blamed  you 
<r  half  as  much  as  I  di4  that  fad  boy 

<f\vho 
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tc  who  mifled-you  ;  for  I  always  thought 
"  you'd  come  about  again." 

<f  Indeed,  (faid  Henry)  I  have  been 
*f  very  much  to  blame,  and  ought' not  to 
"'have  liftened  to  my  cou fin's"  advice; 
4C,  but  I  beg  it  may  all  be  forgotten, 
"  and  that  you  will  take  this  note,' 
4f  which  my  God-mamma  hasjuft  given 
cc  me,  as  a  payment  for  all  the  {hillings 
"  I  avoided  given  you." 

«  No,  Sir,  (replied  . Richard)  that  I 
"  am  fure  I  never  will  do — you  have 
<c-been  very  kind  to  me,  and  I  am 
«  much  obliged  to  you;  but,  thank: 
c;  God,  I  know  what  is  right  better  than 
"  to  take  fuch  a  gift  as  that." 

F  4  «« Well, 


<•  Well,  (faid  Henry)  then,  if  you 
"  will  not  have  it,  Stephen  Jhall" 

"  No,  Matter,  (replied  the  boy) 
"  that  I  won't  though;  for,  if  grand- 
c<  father  thinks  he  han't  a  right  to  it,  I 
"  am  fure  he  would  not  let  me  touch 
«  it." 

j/j       V-/ 

Henry,  finding  it  impoffible  to  per- 
fuade  either  of  thefe  honeft  creatures 
to  avail  themfelves  of  his  kindnefs, 
put  the  note  into  the  hands  of  a  little 
boy,  about  fix  years  old  ;  and  run- 
ning out  of  the  houfe,  was  at  home 
in  lefs  than  than  ten  minutes. 

Juft  as  he  arrived  at  the  park-gate 

he 


he  faw  his  fifters  and  coufin,  attended 
by  the  nurfe-maid,  in  clofe  conference 
•with  a  poor  woman,  whofe  tattered 
appearance  called  forth  their  compaf- 
flon. 

<c  Oh,  Henry  (faid  Eliza)  I  am  glad 
c<  you  are  come;  for  here  is  a  poor 
cc  woman  in  great  diflrefs,  and  we  have 
<c  not  money  enough  to  make  her  com- 
«  fortable." 

<c  Well,  (replied  Henry,  taking  out 
**  his  purfe)  I  will  give  her  all  I  have 
"  got ;  but  it  is  only  three  and  fix- 
«  pence." 

"  Oh  Lord,  Sir !  (faid  the  woman, 

•(  burfting  into  a  flood  of  tears)  that 

F  5  "  will 
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<c  will  never  do ;  and  I  fhall  have  the 
*c  mifery  of  feeing  my  poor  old  mother 
<c  dragged  to  jprifon,  becaufe  I  can- 
<c  not  raife  money  for  her  rent. 

rc  Come  \vith  us  to  the  Lodge  (faid 
"  all  the  children  at  once)  and  our 
"mamma  \vill  give  you  plenty  of 

*c  money." 

i 

<c  There  is  not  time  for  that)  (replied 
"  the  woman)  for  I  had  but  an  hour 
"to  try  to  raife  it  by  charity,  and*  I 
**  doubt  it  is  expired." 

Henry    immediately   took    out  bis 

watch   to    fatisfy  her   as  to  the  time, 

tfhen,  perceiving  it  to  be  a  valuable 

tfne,  fhe  faid— «  Oh,  my  dear  young' 

5  "  gentle* 


"  gentleman,  if  you  would  but  lend 
cc  me  that  watch,  to  run  to  my  poor* 
6C  dear  mother's  unfeeling  credkortf 
65  with,  it  would  convince  them  her 
"  debt  would  be  paid ;  and  then  you 
"  could  tell  your  honoured  mamma 
cc  the  whole  of  my  unfortunate  ftory, 
<;  and  I  dare  fay  me  would  fend  me 
*'  half-a-guinea,  and  that,  with  all  the 
"  money  thefe  dear  young  ladies  have 
"  given  me,  is  the  whole  of  the  debt 
"  which  me  owes." 

The  fervant  objected  to  this  propo- 
fal,  faying,  That  if  file  would  run 
down  to  the  Lodge,  file  was  fure  her 

miflrefs    would  relieve   her,  but   that 

. 

Matter   Henry  ought   not  to  give  his 

'watch  to  an  entire  ft  ranger.    However, 

F  6  Betty's 


Betty's  arguments  were  foon  over- 
ruled by  Eliza's  entreaties;  and  the 
watch  was  delivered  in  truft,  upon 
Eliza's  declaring  that  fhe  was  fure,  if 
Henry  had  heard  the  whole  of  the 
poor  woman's  ftory,  he  would  not  only 
have  given  up  his  watch,  but  the  very 
coat  off  his  back. 

The  moment  the  woman  got  poflef- 
fion  of  her  treafure — "God  blefs  you, 
*'  my  dear  Sir,  (faid  fhe)  make  the 
"  beft  of  your  way  to  your  honoured 
tf  mamma,  and  tell  her  the  whole  of 
<c  my  diftrefs ;  and,  when  fhe  is  good 
"  enough  to  fend  me  fome  relief,  I 
**  will  return  the  watch,with  a  thoufand 
14  bleffings  on  your  generous  head  ;" 

and 


and  away  fhe  ran  towards  the  adjoining 
village. 

«  Well,  Eliza,  (faid  Henry,  as  foon 
<;  as  fhe  was  gone)  but  I  don't  know 
<«  any  thing  about  her  ftory.  What 
<<  isitr" 

"  Oh,  (replied  Eliza)  is  is  the  moft 
ce  lucky  thing  that  could  have  happen- 
45  ed,  that  you  came  up  to  us  juft  as  you 
"  did,  or  the  poor  old  woman  muft  have 
"  been  fent  to  gaol. — You  muft  know 
"  that  young  woman  is  the  beft  crea- 
"  ture  in  the  world,  for  fhe  fupported 
"  her  mother  and  two  little  filters,  all 
"  with  her  own  hands  ;  and  they  lived 
*c  at  the  next  village  ;  but,  poor  thing, 
*c  fhe  has  been  very  ill  for  a  good 

«  while. 
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<c  while,  and  fo  you  know  fhe  could 
"  not  work ;  and.  the  rent  for  their 
e;  little  cottage  was  due  to-day;  and, 
c<  becaufe  they  had  no  money  to  pay  it5 
**  the  hard  hearted  landlord  declared 
"  he  would  put  her  old  mother  into 
"  prifon  ;  but  the  poor  thing  that  has 
t:  juftleft  us,  on  her  k.nees  requeued 
c;  he  would  give  her  a  little  time,  juft 
4f  to  try,  and  either  beg  or  borrow  the 
"  money;  and  lucky  enough  it  was 
"  that  The  happened  to  pop  upon  us, 
<;  for  God  knows  what  would  have  be- 
<;  come  of  her  if  fhe  had  not.'* 

"  Lucky,  indeed;  (replied  Henry) 
<c  but  yonder  I  fee  my  mamma  and 
f;  William,  walking  on  the  other  fide 
«  the  fhrubbery  ;  I  will  jump  over  tliS 

<«  hedge, 
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"  hedge,  and  tell  her  all  about  it,  and 
"  then  you  can  meet  us  at  the  gate;" — •• 
and  away  he  ran,  breathlefs  with  im- 
patience to  relate  the  little  ilory,  which 
he  did  not  doubt  would  intereft  his. 
mamma's  compaffion,  as  much  as  it 
had  done  his  fitters'. 

Mrs.  Luftiington's  heart  was  ever 
open  to  a  tale  of  diftrefs,  and  fhe  lif. 
tened  to  her  fon's  relation  with  the 
utmoft  attention  ;  but,  when  (he  heard 
that  the  woman  had  claimed  his  watch 
as  a  fecurity  to  her  mother's  creditors^ 
Ihe  was  immediately  perfuaded  that 
Hie  was  an  impoftor;  and,  when- 
Hie  arrived  at  the  gate,  and  met  Betty 
and  the  young  ladies,  their  accounts* 
corroborated  her  fufpicions — •• — liow-f 

ever, 


f 

ever,  fhe  refolved  immediately  to  go 
to  the  place  where  this  artful  creature 
had  directed;  but,  inftead  of  finding 
a  poor  old  woman,  languifiiing  under 
age  and  infirmity,  the  houfe  was  occu- 
pied by  a  young,  healthy  pair,  who 
feemed  totally  unacquainted  with  mis- 
fortune or  difeafe;  and  all  refearch 
after  the  unworthy  fugitive  was  fruitlefs 
and  unavailing. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  afto- 
nifhment,  mortification,  and  difap- 
pointment  that  was  depifted  on  the 
countenance  of  the  credulous  little 
party,  when  their  mamma  returned, 
and  informed  them  that  the  whole  of 
the  flory  was  a  fabrication,  to  impofe 
on  their  good-nature  and  benevolence. 

A  total 
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A  total  filence  for  fome  moments 
prevailed,  at  length  Henry  exclaimed, 
"  it  was  all  Eliza's  fault,  mamma, 
"  that  I  gave  my  watch — indeed  it 

"  was." 

• 

«c  It  was,  indeed,  (faid  Eliza,  burft- 
«c  ing  into  tears)  and  I  have  nothing 
"  to  give  you,  to  make  you  amends  for 
<c  it,  which  is  worfe  than  all  the  reft." 

«  Well,  (faid  Caroline)  it  will  teach 
u  us  how  we  are  charitable  to  Jlrangers 
6<  again,  I  think;  for  whenever  any  body 
ce  tries  to  irapofe  upon  me  with  a  Can- 
"  terbury  tale  again,  I  lhall  think  of 
<;  poor  Henry  and  his  watch,  and  keep 
ts>  my  money  fnug  in  my  pocket." 

"If 
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c;  If.  that  'mould  be  the  cafe,  my 
"  dear  Caroline,  you  would  have  more\ 
Ci  reafon  to  regret  the  circumllan.ee 
"  than. -Henry,  (fa id  Mrs.  Lufhington), 
*'  for  you  would  at  once  deprive  ycur- 
"  felf  of  the  firft  of  all  enjoyments — 
c:  But,  though-  1  would  check  that 
"  mdiicriaiinate  charity  that  is  nei- 
"  ther  founded  on  judgment  or  obferv^ 
"  ticn,  yet  I  fhould  be  fhocked  at 
c;  faying  a  word  that  could  leflen  the 
<£  impreflion  of  real  benevolence;  though 
c<  I  am  forry  to  fay  there  arc  a  number 
^  of  idle,  depraved  characters  in  the 
"  world,  whofe  exiftence  is  fupported 
cc  by  the  artful  tale  of  fiction  ;  and 
CA  therefore,  my  dear  children,  it  is  ne- 
*;  ceflatry  you  fliould  always  be  con- 

"  vinced 


"  vinced  that  the  object  on  \vhom 
"  you  beftow  your  charity  is  deferving 
4<  of  it,  otherwife  you  unknowingly 
u  mimfter  to  vife$  inftead  of  being  bene- 
"fcial  to  virtus"  / 


CHAP. 

. 


CHAP.  X. 


MR.  LUSHINGTON  did  not  re- 
turn until  the  following  morning,  and, 
•when  he  heard  of  Henry's  lofs.  and 
Eliza's  grief  upon  the  occafion,  he 
defired  them  both  to  fet  their  hearts  at 
reft,  for  he  believed  he  could  give 
them  fome  intelligence  of  the  watch. 

<f  Oh,  papa  ! — dear  papa  ! — do  tell 
ie  us  how  you  came  to  know  any  thing 
"about  it!"— they  all  exclaimed  at 
once. 


<c 


You 
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c*  You  muft  know  then,  (faid  Mr. 
cc  Lufhington)  that,  as  I  was  paffing 
"  through  Andover,  this  afternoon,  I 
"  perceived  a  crowd  gathered  round  a 
"  young  woman ;  and,  enquiring  the 
6C  caufe,  was  informed  that  the  officers 
"  of  juftice  were  going  to  take  her  to 
"  prifon,  becaufe  fhe  could  not  give  a 
"  fatisfa&ory  account  of  a  gold  watch, 
<c  that  was  in  her  poffeffion — " 

"  Oh,  'twas  mine  !— 'twas  mine  !— 

"  'twas  mine  ! (exclaimed   Henry, 

<c  clapping  his  hands,  and  jumping  for 
aj°v)  and  I  know  I  mail  have  it 
"  again. — But,  dear  papa,  pray  tell  me 
<;  what  came  next." 

"  You  have  interrupted  the  thread 

"of 


'"  of  my  ftory,  (replied  Mr.  Lufhing- 
"ton)  and  you  know  I  have  often 
"  told  you  it  is  one  of  the  moft  ill  bred 
"  things  in  the  world  to  check  the 
"  progrefs  of  any  relation,  by  obfer- 
"  vations  or  queftions — however,  this 
"  once  I  can  excufe  your  eagernefs, 
"  and  will  proceed  with  my  ftory. 

' 
4f  A    mixture   of  benevolence  and 

"  curiofity  induced  me  to  alight  from 
"  my  carriage ;  and,  going  up  to  the 
"  young  woman,  I  enquired  what  was 
ct  her  offence. 

44  An  officer  of  juftice  immediately 

cc  pulled  out  a  watch,    which,    he  faid, 

."  flie  had  offered  to  Tale,  and  refufed 

<c  giving 


<;  giving  any  account  how  it  came  into 
<c  her  pofTeiTion. 

"  I  had  no  fooner  glanced  my  ey£ 
*c  upon  it  than  I  knew  it  to  be  the  one 
"  I  had  given  you,  and  immediately 
u  laid  claim  to  it.  The  poor  wretch, 
Cf  finding  it  impoffible  to  efcape,  then 
cc  threw  herfelf  upon  her  knees,  and 
"  befought  forgivenefs;  conjuring  me, 
*<  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  have  pity 
<c  upon  the  diftrejs  which  \&&-*im£$Ued 
"her  to  an  a 61  of  fraud  and  decep- 
^  lion. 

cc  I  went  with  her  immediately  tb 
<;  a  magiftrate's;  and  fhe  is  lodged  in 
cc  a  place  of  fecurity,  until  I  can  fend 
<;  to  her  parifh,  and  difcaver  whether 

"all 
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"  all  fhe  has  faid  of  her  misfortunes  is 
"  really  true,  or  whether  it  was  an  artful 
cc  invention  to  impofe  upon  my  huma- 
"  nity.  If  fhe  has  fuffered  the  various 
4<  diflrefles  (he  defcribes,  I  intend  to 
"  put  her  in  fome  way  of  Jupporting 
"  life,  without  the  praflice  of  infamy, 
"  but,  if  fhe  proves  a  complete  impqftor, 
c<  fhe  fhall  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for 
<c  fix  months,  as  a  means  of  deterring 
€t  her  in  future  from  fuch  iniquitous 
cc  artifices/1 

"  Indeed,  my  dear  uncle,  ( faid  Caro- 
"  line)  I  think  you  are  too  good  to 
cc  fuch  a  fhocking  creature.  When  I 
c;  was  at  the  Abbey  I  never  thought  of 
*'  giving  away  my  money  at  all;  and 
2  6C I  am 
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"  I   am    fure  I  have   no  pleafure  in 
u  thinking  that  vile  woman  had  it." 

c;  Then  pray,  Caroline,  (faid  Mr. 
<c  Luftiington)  how  did  you  difpofe 
"  of  all  the  money  your  father's  libe- 
"  rality  beftowed  upon  you  j  for  I  un- 
<c  derftand  you  never  had  lefs  than  half- 
"  a-guinea  a-week?" 

"Why,  Sir,  (replied  Caroline)  if 
"  I  wanted  any  trinkets  I  thought  my 
«  mamma  would  not  buy  me,  I  pur- 
<e  chafed  them  myfelf ;  and,  if  I  did 
cc  not,  I  kept  it  by  me  untiU  had  four 
**  or  five  guineas.'' 

fc  Your  keeping  your  money,  (faid  Mr. 

*r  Luftiington)  reminds   me   of  a   cir- 

G  "  cumftance 


"  cumflance  related  of  the  Prince  of 
"  Conde,  which  is  not  inapplicable  to 
"  our  prefent  fubjeft,  and  therefore  I 
Ci  will  tell  it  you: — 

<*  The  Prince  of  Conde  was  going  to 
c;  fpendamonth  or  fix  weeks  at  his  coun- 
c<  try-feat,  and,  upon  taking  leave  of 
"  his  fon,  a  boy  of  nine  years  old,  he 
*  put  into  his  hand  a  purfe,  containing 
"  fifty  Louis  d'ors,  as  an  an  allowance 
<c  during  his  abfence — At  his  return  to 
cc  Paris,  the  boy  produced  the  purfe, 
cc  faying,  <  Papa,  here's  all  the  money  you 
c  gave  me-)  quite  fafe ;  7  have  never  once 
€  touched  it.1 — The  prince,  inftead  of 
"  making  any  reply,  looked  grave; 
<f  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  led  him 
"  to  the  window,  when,  throwing  it 

"  open, 


*'  open,  he  emptied  the  purfe  into  the 
"ftreet ;  faying — c  If  you  have  nei- 
c  ther  virtue  enough  to  give  away  your 
<  money  >  nor  /pint  enough  to  fpend  it, 
6  do  this  in  future,  that  the  poor  may 
c  at  leaft  have  a  dance  for  it.' 

<*  How  aftonifhed  the  young  prince 
<c  muft  have  looked,  papa,  (faid  Hen- 
s' ry)  for  I  dare  fay  he  thought  his 
*;  father  would  praife  his  carefulnefs. 
*{  But  pray,  Sir,  (continued  he)  have 
cc  you  really  _got  my  watch  ?" 

Mr.  Lufhington,  not  only  produced 
it,  but  returned  it  to  its  owner,  with  a, 
ftrong  caution  to  him  never  again  to 
be  impofed  upon  by  a  tale  of  improba- 
bility, but  always  to  be  convinced  that 
G  2  the 
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the  perfon  on  \vhom  he  bellowed 
his  charity  was  worthy  of  receiving 
it. 

Their  eagernefs  to  relate  the  impo- 
fition  that  had  been  praftifed  upon 
them  fufpended  for  a-while  their  curio- 
fity  about  Adolphus ;  but  the  moment 
the  fabje6l  was  dropped,  Caroline  en- 
quired, with  fome  degree  of  folicitude, 
both  after  his  health  and  fpirits,  and 
•was  informed  that  the  former  was  quite 
perfect,  but  the  latter  very  dejected. 

A  fortnight  elapfed  without  the  oc- 
currence of  any  material  circumftance, 
when  one  morning,  as  they  were  all  at 
brcakfaft,  they  perceived  a  man  riding 
up  to  the  houfe  in  a  moft  violent  hurry, 

and 


and  the  footman  immediately  entered 
•with  a  letter,  addreffed  to  Mr.  Lufhing- 
ton, who  peru fed  it  with  marks  of  evi- 
dent agitation. 

«  I  fear  (faid  Mrs.  Lufhington)  that 
"  letter  contains  fome  alarming  intelli- 
<f  gence  ! — Do,  for  pity's  fake,  tell  me 
"  of  what  nature  it  is  1" 

"  Alarming,  indeed  !  (replied  Mr. 
"  Lufhington)  the  letter  is  from  the 
"  head  mafter  of  Winchefter,  inform- 
"  ing  me,  that  yefterday  afternoon 
**  Adolphus  abfconded  from  fchool ; 
"  and  that  all  endeavours  to  trace  the 
<c  rout  he  has  taken  have  proved  inef- 
".  feclual.  He  tells  me  he  apprehends 
4C  this  ralh  aclion  proceeds  from  an  ex- 
03  "  pectation 


«  peftation  of  fuffering  public  chaftife- 
*•  mcnt,  for  a  fault  of  the  mod  dif grace- 
"fid  kind-,  and  intreats  me,  if  I  am  for- 
"  tunate  enough  to  difcover  his  abode, 
"  not  to  think  of  placing  him  at  Win- 
*5  chefter  again,  for  his  vices  are  fuffi- 
*<  cient  to  corrupt  a  whole  fchool." 

Caroline  and  Henry  both  burft  into 
tears;  and  the  reft  of  the  children 
looked  extremely  deje&ed. — Mr.Lufh- 
ington  left  the  room  to  converfe  with 
the  meffenger  who  had  brought  the  dif- 
trefling  intelligence,  but  from  him  he 
could  obtain  no  fatisfaclory  account  of 
the  meafures  that  had  been  takento  trace 
the  worthlefs  fugitive.  He  therefore 
returned  in  a  few  minutes,  and  inform* 
ed  Mrs.  Lufhington  that  he  was  refolv- 

ed 
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cd  immediately  to  fet  out  for  Winchef- 
ter,  conceiving  that  fome  one  of  the 
boys  might  be  let  into  his  nephew's  fe- 
cret,  and  hoping  from  thence  that  he 
might  be  able  to  trace  his  rout. 


CHAP, 


CHAP,  XL 


A  S  foon  as  Mr.  Lufhington  ar- 
rived at  the  fchool  he  exprefled  his 
hopes  of  difcovering  his  nephew's  refi- 
dence  from  the  communications  of 
fome  of  his  fchoolfellows ;  and,  as 
there  was  one  boy  with  whom  he  had 
been  intinlate,  he  was  immediately 
fummoned  to  a  private  audience  with 
Mr.  Lufhington  and  the  head  matter. 

The  boy,  whofe  countenance  evinc- 
ed   both  a  fullennefs   and  morofenefs 

of 
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of  difpofition,  replied  to  all  their  in- 
terrogations in  an  evafive  manner, 
that  proved  he  was  deviating  from  truth ; 
but  though  be  was  offered  a  reward^ 
if  he  would  difcover  the  refidence  of 
Adolphus,  and  threatened  with  a  fe- 
vere  punifhment,  if  it  was  found  out 
that  he  really  was  acquainted  with  it* 
and  refufed  to  reveal  it,  yet  he  remainr 
ed  inflexible. 

At  length  the  doclor  left  the  room, 
and  the  lad  was  going  to  follow, 
when  Mr.  Lufhington  arrefted  his 
fteps,  by  faying — ;;  I  think  it  necefiary 
"  to  tell  you,  Sir,  that,  if  you  have 
"  a  real  regard  for  my  nephew,  your 
6;  prefent  mode  of  evincing  it  is  pecu- 
*;  liarly  unfortunate  ! — It  is  entirely  for 
G5  "  his 


"  his  fake  that  I  am  felicitous  to  dif- 
"  cover  his  refidence;  that,  whatever 
<;  may  be  the  bent  of  his  inclination, 
"  I  may  promote  it. — As  to  forcing 
«  him  to  remain  at  fcheol,  that  I  cer- 
**  tainly  \vill  not  do;  for,  finding  he 
«  has  an  averfion  to  ftudy,  I  will  not 
"  prefs  it  upon  him  ;  but,  if  you  have 
"  either  heard  him  exprefs  a  defire  to 
«  enter  into  the  army  or  navy,  I  in- 
c;  treat  that  you  will  inform  me  of  it, 
"  and  point  out  by  what  means  I  can 
**  let  him  know  that  I  will  not  oppofe  his 
*'•  inclination" 

It  was  fome  minutes  before  he  made 
a  reply ;  but  a*  length  his  features  re- 
laxed  into  a  degree  of  foftnefs,  and 
he  faid — c;  Though  I  have  given  my 

«c  pofitive 


<*  pofitive  promife  to  Adolphus,  not 
"  to  difcover  his  refidence,  yet.  Sir, 
"  if  you  wifh  to  fend  him  a  letter,  I 
*c  can  manage  to  let  it  reach  his  hands  ; 
**  for,  as  you  fay  you  are  willing  he 
*;  fhould  go  into  the  navy  or  army,  I 
cf  don't  fee  any  reafon  why  you  fhould 
<;  not  know  his  refolution  at  once,  in- 
*<  Head  of  waiting  until  his  mother  can 
45  inform  you  of  it;  for  he  has  written 
<{  to  her  upon  the  fubjecl." 

Mr.  Lufhington  again  repeated  his 
refolution  not  to  oppofe  his  nephew's 
-wifhes  -,  and,  calling  for  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  he  wrote  a  much  more  affec- 
tionate letter  than  Adolphus  had  a 
right  to  expect;  the  purport  of  which 
was  to  fay  that,  as  he  had  withdrawn 
G  6  himfelf 


himfelf  from  the  prote&ing  care  of 
Doclor  — — — ,  and  had  chofen  a  mode 
of  life  for  hirnfelf,  that  he  only  was 
folicitous  to  affift  him  with  his  advice, 
and  to  promote  his  intereil  and  hap- 
pinefs ;  and  therefore,  as  he  had  been 
informed  by  his  friend  that  he  had  de- 
fcribed  his  future  wiflies  in  a  letter  to 
his  mother,  he  begged  he  would  go  to 
her  houfe  immediately -,  jnftead  of  fe- 
creting  himfelf  in  fome  fituation  that 
might,  neither  be  reffcftablt  or  proper  ; 
and,  to  enable  him  to  do  this,  he  in- 
clofed  him  a  five-pound  note,  that  he 
might  fet  out  dire&ly;  and  gave  him 
a  promife  to  meet  him  there  on  the 
following  day, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Lufhington  then  fent  oft  his 
fervant  to  Glandford-lodge,  to  apprize 
Mrs.  Lufhington  of  his  fuccefs ;  and 
at  four  o'clock,  the  next  afternoon, 
arrived  at  Mrs.  Henley's. 

His  firft  queflion  was  to  know  whe- 
ther his  nephew  was  there : — and  the 
affirmative  anfwer  which  he  received, 
from  the  fervant  maid,  afforded  him 
the  higheft  fatisfa&ion. 

When  Adolphus  met  his  uncle,  his 
countenance  teftified  that  he  was  not 
quite  loft  to  the  fenfe  of  fhame,  and 
he  ftammered  out  a  kind  of  con- 
fufed  apology. 

Without 


(    134    ) 

Without  the  flighteft  appearance  of 
anger,  Mr.  Lufhington  blamed  the 
ftep  he  had  adopted,  and  pointed  out 
how  much  better  it  would  have  been 
candidly  to  have  expreffed  his  repug- 
nance to  remaining  at  fchool,  inftead 
of  having  taken  fo  unprecedented  a 
mode  of  obtaining  it. 

After  much  converfation  Mr.  Lufh- 
ington difcovered,  that  this  new  pro- 
penfity  was  occafioned  by  Adolphus 
having  formed  an  acquaintance  with  a 
young  midmipman,  of  the  name  of 
Collier,  whofe  mother  lived  at  Win- 
chefter,  and  whofe  representation  of 
the  happinefs  of  a  failor's  life  had  in- 
duced Adolphus  to  refolve  upon  becom- 
ing one^  which  was  ftrengthened  by  his 

matter's 
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matter's  having  difcovered  that  he  had 
been  endeavouring  to  perfuade  the 
boys  to  an  open  rebellion;  and  his  hav- 
ing exprefled  a  refolution  to  punifii 
him  openly,  and  then  return  him  to 
his  friends. 

It  \vas  in  vain  that  Mrs.  Henley 
endeavoured  to  oppofe  her  fon's  incli- 
nation, or  painted  the  dangers  and  dif- 
trefies  of  a  feafaring  life.  Difficulties 
feemed  but  to  increafe  defire,  and  it 
\vas  foon  finally  determined  that  Mr. 
Lufhington  mould  immediately  take 
him  down  to  Portfmouth,  and  put  him 
under  the  care  of  young  Collier's  cap- 
tain, who  happened  to  be  his  moft  in- 
timate friend. 

ft  The 
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The  idea  of  no  longer  being  com- 
•pelled  to  ftudy  Latin  and  Greek  filled 
the  mind  of  Adolphus  with  a  fenfation 
of  delight;  and  his  impatience  to 
get  to  Portfmouth  was  abfolutely  un- 
bounded. 

Although  Mr.  Lufhington  had  re- 
folved  he  fhould  never  again  become 
an  inmate  of  his  family,  yet,  when 
he  was  informed  that  Captain  Par- 
fons's  fhip  was  to  be  three  years 
ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean,  he 
thought  it  right  to  make  his  nephew 
the  offer  of  taking  a  perfonal  leave  of 
his  fitter. 

But  the  heart  of  Adolphus  repelled 
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all  fenfations  of  genuine  affe&ion 
and  tendernefs^  and1  admitted  only 

f elf -inter  eft  ed  imprejfivns. —  In  (lead  of 

fexpreffing  his  acknowledgments  to  his 
uncle,  for  fuch  unmerited  indul- 
gence, he  faid,  it  would  only  be 
wafting  time — and  he  did  not  believe 
his  filler  wifhed  to  fee  him. 

They  accordingly  fet  out  the  fol- 
lowing day  for  Portfmouth,  and,  in 
lefs  than  a  week  he  was  completely 
equipped  for  his  voyage. 

After  Mr.  Lufhington  had  placed 
him  under  the  immediate  care  of 
Captain  Parfons,  and  made  him  a 
very  liberal  allowance  for  his  fup- 

port, 


port,   he  took   leave  of  a  boy  who, 

from  the  moment  he  had  been  placed 

[  under  his   care,   had    kept  his   mind 

in  a   ftate   of  unremitting   folicitude 

and  anxiety. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.  XII. 


DURING  the  tim*  Mr.  Lufliing. 
ton  had  been  occupied  in  the  equip- 
ment of  his  nephew,  Mrs.  Lufhing- 
ton's  mind  had  laboured  under  the 
moft  painful  apprehenfions.  Henry, 
the  day  after  his  father's  departure, 
was  feized  with  a  violent  pain  in  his 
head,  and  a  cold  fhivering  fit. 

Mr.  Mordant  was  immediately  fent 
for3  who  pronounced  it  a  fymptom  of 

approach- 


approaching  fever — and  in  the  courfc 
of  a  few  hours  his  pulfe  became 
full  and  quick,  and  his  head  grew 
light. 

Terrified  with  fear,  Mrs.  Lufhington 
wifhed  to  fend  an  exprefs  for  her 
hufband;  but,  as  Mr.  Mordant  did 
not  apprehend  any  immediate  dan- 
ger, Mr.  Hervey  perfuaded  her  to 
poftpone  it,  and  watched  by  the  bed- 
fide  of  his  pupil,  with  all  the  tender- 
nefs  of  parental  folicitude. 

Although  the  violence  of  the  fever 
deranged  poor  Henry's  ideas,  yet  he 
had  a  recollection  of  the  perfons  who 
approached  his  bed;  and,  when- 
ever Mr.  Hervey  came  near  it,  would 

call 


call   out— <c  Oh,    Sir !    I    do  not  de- 
<6  ferve  your  kindnefs  ! — 'Twas  I  who 
"made   you    fuffer    fo  much! — Yes, 
"  it  was  me  who  made    you   fall  in- 
"  to   the  water; — wicked  boy  that  I 
"  was ! — But  Adolphus  perfuaded  me 
4<  to  it !  —  Where    is    Adolphus    (he 
"  would  exclaim)  is  he   gone  to  poor 
"old    Richard's?  —  Don't    let    him 
«  pelt    him  !  —  Don't  let  him    abufe 
"  him !" — Then  he  would  burft  into 
tears,  and  fay,  how  unworthy  he  was 
of  his  parents'  kindnefs! 

It  was  in  vain  that  Mrs,  Lufhing- 
ton  attempted  to  compofe  his  mind, 
by  afluring  him  of  her  love  and  ten- 
dernefs,  or  by  her  endeavours  to  con- 
vince him  of  his  own  good  qualities; 

for 
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fgr  the  acutenefs  of  his  feelings  in- 
creafed  his  fever  fo  much,  that  a*> 
length  he  was  totally  devoid  of  recoU 
lection. 

In  this  fituation  Mr.  Mordant 
thought  it  right  to  give  him  a  flrong 
compofing  draught,  which  had  the 
happieft  effect;  and  fix  hours  of  un- 
interrupted deep  produced  a  return 
of  fenfe  and  recolle&ion !  The  fe- 
ver gradually  abated,  and  in  three 
days  he  was  able  to  get  up  to  have 
his  bed  made. 

The  incoherent  accounts  which  Hen- 
ry had  given,  of  the  injury  done  Mr. 
Hervey,  made  a  ftrong  impreffion  on 
his  mind,  and  he  refolved,  as  foon  as 

his 
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his  pupil  was  absolutely  recovered 
from  his  indifpofition  to  a(k  an  ex- 
planation of  the  expreffions  he  had' 
ufed. 

Accordingly,  one  morning,  as  they 
were  taking  an  airing  in  the  cha- 
riot, and  Henry  had  been  expreffing 
his  obligations  to  Mr.  Hervey,  for 
all  his  kindnefs  during  his  illnefs, 
that  gentleman,  in  a  tone  of  the  ut- 
moft  mildnefs,  faid — «  My  dear  boy, 
6f  I  felt  peculiarly  happy  in  having  it 
"  in  my  power  to  prove  how  tho- 
c;  roughly  I  was  interefted  in  your 
"  recovery,  by  every  attention  I 
"thought  likely  to  promote  it;  for 
"  I  have  long  confidered  you  ra» 
<c  ther  in  the  light  of  my  Jon,  than 

"  my 
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c*  my  pupil?  and  felt  all  the  anxious 
**  folicitude  of  a  father  when  I  thought 
**  there  was  a  probability  of  lofing 
'"  you.  But  tell  me,  (continued  he, 
Cf  fixing  his  eyes  on  Henry's  coun- 
,  <c  tenance)  I  would  wifh  to  know, 
cc  whether  the  ambiguous  expreffions 
<e  you  ufed  during  your  illnefs,  re- 
"  fpe&ing  my  fall  into  the  water, 
"  had  any  real  reference  to  that  cir- 
<;  cumftance,  or  whether  they  were 
"  merely  the  effecl:  of  a  difordered 
"  imagination?" 

The  crimfoa  hue  of  Henry's  coun- 
tenance inflantly  teftified  the  embar- 
raffment  of  his  mind;  and,  in  a  voice 
rendered  tremulous  by  fear  and  fhame, 
he  faid,  "  Oh,  Sir !  /  dare  not  tell  it 


"you; 
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"you;  though  I  have  often  wiflied  and 
««  refolved  to  do  it!" 

Mr.  Hervey  affured  him  that  he 
was  fo  convinced  of  his  contrition 
for  his  errors,  that  he  fhould  not 
feel  the  flighteft  degree  of  either  an- 
ger or  refentment  againft  him,  let  his 
conduct  have  been  ever  fo  reprehen- 
fible ;  and  told  him,  that  the  only 
atonement  he  could  make  for  a  fault, 
was  to  confefs  it. 

Encouraged  by  the  promife  of  for* 
givenefs,  and  urged  by  a  fenfe  of  duty, 
he  made  an  ample  confeffion  of  the 
whole  of  his  conduct ;  and,  in  the  moft 
contrite  language  acknowledged  his 
errors,  and  befought  forgivenefs. 

H  Mr. 


Mr.  Hervey,  in  the  molt  affec- 
tionate manner,  allured  him  of  his 
pardon ;  but  at  the  fame  time  point- 
ed out  to  him  the  danger  of  attend- 
ing to  pernicious  councils. 

«  Had  you,  my  dear  Henry,  (faid 
cc  he)  but  have  made  ufe  of  your 
4C  reafon,  when  that  wicked  boy  firft 
*{  endeavoured  to  weaken  your  duty 
"  and  affeRion  for  your  amiable  pa- 
"  rents,  it  would  have  convinced  you 
4C  of  the  depravity  of  his  heart)  and 
<c  prevented  him  from  having  the 
cc  flighted  afcendency  over  your  mind. 
"  I  hope,  if  at  a  future  period  of 
cc  your  life,  you  are  tempted  to  de- 
"  viate  from  the  path  of  reftitude,  you 
<"  will  give  yourfelf  time  to  afk  your 

*c  heart 
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rc  heart  whether  the  a£lion  would  bear 
u  expofitre;  or  whether  it  is  neceffary 
"  to  Je crete  it  from  the  public  eye.— 
c;  If,  in  the  flighted  degree,  you 
"  fhrink  from  dete5lion>  be  affured  the 
c;  action  is  dijgraceful^  and  ought  to  be 
«  avoided." 

The  carriage  had  by  this  time  reach- 
ed the  Lodge,  and  the  dinner  was 
waiting  their  arrival ;  for  Mr.  Her- 
vey  had  been  fo  interefted  in  the 
converfation,  that  he  had  let  the  man 
drive  further  than  he  intended. 

As   they    were    feated    round    the 

table,    after   dinner    Mr.   Lufhington 

had  occafion  to  look  at  his  almanack  ; 

H  2  and 
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and,  turning  over  the  leaves  —  €c  Blefs 
"me,  (he  exclaimed)  why  Ihurfday's 
"  the  day,  and  we  have  hardly  any 
46  time  for  preparation!" 

f<  Preparations  for   what,    uncle  ?n 
faid  Caroline,  with  eagernefs. 


f6  For  our  little  ruftic  fete,  my  love  ; 
"  (replied  Mr.  Lufhington)  for  you 
44  muft  know  it  is  my  regular  cuftom, 
<c  on  the  anniverfary  of  my  refidence 
4C  at  the  Lodge,  to  give  an  entertain- 
<c  men-t  to  all  the  poor  of  the  neigh- 
ce  bouring  village  ;  and,  after  they  have 
'*  regaled  themfelves  with  roaft-beef, 
"  plum-pudding,  and  home-brewed 
"  ale,  the  fprightly  notes  of  the  violin 
i  «  attraft 
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<{  attract  the  younger  ones  to  the  lawn, 
"  where  my  wife  and  children  join 
ik  the  fprightly  groupe ;  ^nd  by  the 
"  condefcending  good  humour  of  their 
«  manner,  banifli  that  conftraint  which 
"  might  otherwife  be  put  upon  them* 
"  After  dancing  a  couple  of  hours, 
c<  the  entertainment  clofes  by  a  half- 
•f  crown  piece,  and  a  new  pink  rib* 
"  bon,  which  my  daughters  have  the 
«  pleafure  of  diftributing  to  each  of 
"  their  female  guefts ;  and  my  fons 
"  give  a  coloured  handkerchief,  and 
$;  the  fame  fum  to  their  male  ones." 

"  Oh,  aunt,  how  I  long  for  Thurf- 
"  day ;  (faid  Caroline)  but  may  7 
<c  give  away  fome  of  the  ribbons  ?" 

H  3  <c  Certainly, 
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"  Certainly,  (replied  Mrs.   Lufhrng- 
"ton)  if  you  cbufe  topurchafe  them; 
"  for   my  ^children    have    fo     much 
"  gratification    in   that   mode    of  dif- 
"  poling    of  their    money,    that  they 
"  every    week    put    by    fixpence   of 
"  their  allowance,    to  enable  them  to 
"  enjoy   it ;   but,    as  Emily    told   me 
"  fhe   informed  you,  foon  after  your 
"  arrival,     that  was    their   plan^     and 
*4  you  refufed  becoming  a  party  in  it, 
**  I  had  no  idea  you  would    receive 
€t  pleafure  from  becoming  one  of  their 
"  members*" 

"  Indeed,  aunt,  (faid  Caroline)  I 
"  did  not  quite  underftand  what  my 
<;  coufin  meant;  but  1  think  very 

«  differently 
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"  differently  now  to  what  I  did 
"  when  I  firft  came  to  the  Lodge, 
u  and  have  very  different  pleafures; 
"  and,  if  you  would  be  fo  good  as 
u  to  lend  me  fome  money  to  buy 
"  the  ribbons,  I  will  pay  you  again, 
€f  out  of  my  weekly  allowance." 

«  Indeed,  my  dear  girl,  (replied 
"  Mrs.  Lufhington)  you  not  only 
45  think  differently ,  but  att  Jo — and  the 
"  alteration  in  your  condu6l  affords 
"  me  the  higheft  pleafure.  —  I  will 
c;  not  lend  you  the  money,  but  gi\;e 
<;  /'/  you ;  and  fhall  always  rejoice  in 
"  being  able  to  gratify  you  in  any 
66  amiable  inclination." 

H  4  Mr. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lufhington  then 
immediately  gave  feparate  orders  to 
the  fervants  to  have  preparations 
made  for  the  rural  fealls;  and  the 
young  people,  attended  by  Mrs.  Darn- 
ley  went  to  Andover,  to  make  their 
purchafes. 

Caroline,  arofe  on  the  day  of  feftivi- 
ty,  with  a  heart  elated  hy  the  expecta- 
tion of  fome  untafted  joy  ;  but  all 
the  pleafure  fhe  had  experienced  in 
anticipation,  was  far  exceeded  by  the 
reality.. 

The  joyous  countenance  of  the 
young — and  the  contented  and  placid 
appearance  of  the  old9  gave  a  pleaf- 

ing 
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ing  fenfation  to  her  mind,  which  it 
is  impomble  for  me  to  defcribe  ;-~ 
but,  when  the  hour  of  departure  ar- 
rived, and  the  diftribution  of  the 
gifts  took  place,  the  expreffions  of 
gratitude  which  were  poured  forth 
from  every  quarter,  had  fomething 
in  them  that  was  affecting  and  de- 
lightful \ —  and,  taking  her  aunt  by 
the  hand,  me  declared  fhe  had  ne- 
ver fpent  a  day  kalf  Jo  happily  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  her  life. 

<f  I  am  very  glad  to  find,  my  dear 
«  Caroline,  (faid  Mrs.  LufhingtonJ 
"  that  your  heart  is  capable  of  re- 
"  liming  fuch  happinefs,  becaufe  it 
"  is  of  a  nature  eafily  to  be  obtain- 
H5  «ed; 
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ed ;  and  you  will  have  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  rejoicing  the  hearts  of 
others,  whilft  you  are  gratifying 
your  own." 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.   XIII. 


FROM  the  moment  that  Adolphus 
quitted  the  Lodge,  peace  and  tran- 
quillity had  been  reftored. 

Henry,  fenfible  of  his  former  er- 
rors, was  ftudious  to  erafe  from  his 
parents*  mind  the  unfavourable  im- 
preffion  which  fuch  behaviour  muft 
have  produced: — and  William,  fan- 
cying that  his  brother's  intimacy  with 
his  coufin  had  proceeded  from  his 

not 
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not  having  fhared  in  his  amufe- 
ments,  relaxed  in  his  attention  to 
books,  and  occafionally  engaged  in 
thofe  fports  which  Henry  was  amufed 
with. 

Emily,  who  had  feverely  fuflFered 
from  not  being  allowed  to  receive 
that  inftruclion  of  which  fhe  was  fo 
fond,  refolved  to  conquer  a  failing 
that  might  fubjeft  her  to  a  repeti- 
tion of  it;  and  Eliza  was  at  laft  con- 
vinced that  it  was  much  better  al- 
ways to  avow  a  fault  than  to  wait 
until  it  was  detected. 

Caroline  each  day  convinced  her 
friends  that  her  errors  had  entirely 

proceeded 
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proceeded  from  a  wrong  mode  of 
education  ;  and  gratified  them  with 
the  profpeft:  of  her  becoming  a  moll 
amiable  woman. 

Adolphus  had  been  abfent  about 
four  months,  and  no  intelligence  had 
been  received  from  him,  when  the 
poftman  delivered  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Lufhington  ;  which,  from  the  black 
feal,  and  foreign  poft  mark,  called 
forth  his  alarm  and  ap.prehenfion* 

The  letter  was  from  Captain  Par- 
fons,  and  conveyed  the  melancholy 
intelligence  of  poor  Adolphus's  death, 
occafioned  wholly  by  his/0//y 


He 


He  bad,  from  pra&ice,  acquired 
the  art  of  afcending  the  ropes  when 
the  fhip  was  at  anther^  with  great 
agility;  but  had  never  attempted  it 
when  me  was  in  motion,  or  the  fea 
rough;  but  for  a  trifling  wager,  (con- 
trary to  the  captain's  orders)  he  chofe 
to  make  the  attempt  when  the  fea 
ran  very  hlgh^  and  the  fhip  was  in  full 
Jail.  The  confequence  of  which  was, 
that  the  motion  of  the  veflel  called 
forth  his  alarm;  and,  unable  to  re- 
tain  his  hold,  he  was  precipitated  in- 
to  the  boifterous  element,  and  all  at- 
tempts to  fave  his  life  were  ineffec- 
tual. 

Mr.  Lufhington  perufed  the  letter 
\mh  fenfations  of  real  grief  and  con- 
cern; 
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cern ;  and,  calling  his  fons  into  his 
ftudy,  he  not  only  read  them  its 
contents,  but  requeued  it  might  be 
imprefled  upon  their  minds,  as  a  ufe- 
ful  leflbn  for  their  future  conduct, 
and  teach  them,  that  the  inexperience 
of  youth  ought  always  to  fubmit  to  the 
guidance  of  age. 

Caroline  Henley,  by  the  death  of 
her  brother,  became  poffefTed  of  an 
immenfe  fortune,  which  there  is  every 
reafon  to  fuppofe  will  be  devoted 
to  acts  of  benevolence  and  huma- 
nity, as  the  Force  of  Good  Example 
made  a  much  flronger  impreflion  up- 
on her  mind,  than  the  prevalence  of 
bad  had  upon  her  coufia  Henry. 
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